
THE “DEWEY” 

“Now the Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

TESTIMONY OF THE MONTH: 
 ERIC DURHAM 

 

Each month, this newsletter will feature the testimony of 

someone who has been saved, redeemed, and transformed 

by Jesus Christ through Freeway Ministries.  

 

 

This month’s testimony comes from Eric Durham, a man who 

has been saved and changed by Jesus Christ. God has done 

amazing things in his life and his family, and he tells his story 

to share his peace and hope with others.  
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A Life Flipped Upside Down 

I was born in Bloomington, Illinois and raised in Jefferson City, Missouri from age 7. As a kid, and through my teen years, my vocal cords 
didn’t develop correctly and I was also overweight.  I was teased and ridiculed for being the “fat kid that talked like a girl.” At age 12 I 
considered suicide due to all of the hurt and pain that it caused.  In my sophomore year of high school I started smoking pot and partying. 
In 1997 I graduated from college with my Associates Degree in Electronic Engineering and moved to Camdenton, Missouri to start a new 
job.  My life became smoking pot daily, and on the weekends drinking heavily and doing cocaine and many other heavy drugs, immersing 
myself in gross sexual sin.  I began selling drugs to pay for my habits and material items, which at the time brought me happiness.  

In 1999 I was diagnosed with bipolar disorder after an episode involving the police and an involuntary stay at a mental hospital.  Later that 
same year I met Mandi, who is now my wife of 13 years.  We dated and lived together for about three and a half years before we got mar-
ried and I became a father to her son Keith, who was 5 at the time, and loved him as if he was my own.  Still fully engulfed in addiction , I 
did what I wanted, whenever I wanted, leaving for days at a time to go party and not caring who I hurt in the process. In 2003, shortly after 
we got married, my family moved to the Springfield area so that I could take a better paying job.  I was sent to Puerto Rico to finish a job 
that my company had been working on.  While I was there for 4 months, I drowned myself in alcohol and cocaine the entire time, often 
going into very dangerous housing projects and barrios to buy drugs.  Several times I called home to have money wired to me because I 
would waste what I had on drugs or lose my debit card.  Taking what little money my wife had to pay the bills and feed my family while I 
was gone, Mandi ended up having to call my mother for money for me, making up excuses so she wouldn’t know what I had done.  By the 
grace of God I made it out alive, but barely.  

With my drug and binge alcohol addiction continuing, my sexual desires grew beyond what my wife was willing to accommodate.  I began 
committing adultery, with my wife’s consent because I had torn her down to the point she just wanted me to be happy, even at her expense.  
In 2009 I ended up losing my $60,000 a year job because I couldn’t pass a drug test.  I took advantage of her love for me and betrayed her 
for the last time; Mandi finally gave up after I had broken a promise that I would never sleep with another woman again.  Of course I did-
n’t remember this promise because I was intoxicated when I made it. This woman was someone who was in our circle of friends.  The hu-
miliation of all of our friends knowing finally sent Mandi over the edge.  Six months later, in January of 2010, she left and we filed for 
divorce.  What hurt her most was letting my family believe that it was her that destroyed our marriage. For whatever reason, 8 months later 
in August of 2010 we decided to give our marriage another shot.  By this time I was now addicted to K2. Shortly thereafter I became ad-
dicted to phentermine, basically prescription meth, and I almost lost my family for good.  Mandi vowed that if I continued to use drugs, she 
would take Keith and leave and this time they would not return.  

I had befriended a guy from work, a Christian by the name of Ritchie Wilson, who always talked to me about the Lord. I became interested 
and started asking questions.  One day he invited me to his church to watch a play that his daughter was in.  He started talking to me about 
a guy named John Stroup that he saw preaching in a park and invited me to go listen to him preach in a gym on Saturday nights.  I told 
Ritchie that I knew this guy, I was pretty good friends with him in junior high, so I went.  I had never seen anything like i t, a place where 
everyone loved everyone no matter what. I was blown away by this man that I used to know and witness living a crazy life of drugs and 
violence.  On August 9th, 2013, I fell under the conviction of the Holy Spirit, realizing I was a horrible sinner and needed a savior.  I fell, 
weeping at the alter at Freeway, confessed and repented of my sins, and believed with all of my heart and turned my life over to Jesus.  

My life was flipped upside down. The Lord took my drug addiction, my drinking, my sexual addiction and replaced it with a heart full of 
joy with a desire to serve the Lord.  At first it was hard for my family to understand because they had lived through one addiction after 
another, changing with each one to accommodate my selfishness.  Eventually, with the love and joy of Jesus in my heart, they began to 
understand that I had nothing but love for them, no longer a father that was a friend and a pushover. No longer a selfish husband, but had 
love in my heart for my family, a sacrificial love that I previously knew nothing about. With the excitement of my family now following 
the Lord, I became overzealous with wanting to teach my family, to be the godly husband and father that God commanded me to be, to the 
point that I became pushy and judgmental causing them both to backslide.  Through Godly counsel and the Lord’s conviction, He showed 
me that He is in control, not me and that each person grows at a different pace. On our 13th wedding anniversary, February 21st, 2016, my 
wife was saved while on a mission trip to Freeway Omaha. 

Being an only child, I had always searched for that brotherly love.  Now the Lord has surrounded me with so many brothers and sisters 
whom I deeply love.  Through John and Freeway, I have gone through the discipleship program with an amazing brother, Shannon 

Swearingen, who in the process became a best friend and mentor.  
I was then given the opportunity to disciple my brother in Christ, 
Josh Zuniga, and yet again gained another great friendship.   
Through our faith in Christ my family is rebuilding our relation-
ship.  Every day we continue to learn how to love sacrificially.  
Having true fellowship with God, surrounding ourselves with 
like-minded Christians working together to love others is a true 
blessing from God. I no longer have a hole in my heart that I try 
desperately to fill, because Jesus has filled it with His love.  

In April 2016, we learned that the Lord has blessed our family, 
once again, with a second child.  Our daughter, Hannah Eliza-
beth, is due to arrive December 20th. I have been given the op-
portunity to glorify God every day, and every day I’m still a 
knucklehead that falls short.  But by His grace, mercy and love, 
He has given us salvation through Jesus Christ who conquered 
death on the cross and has given us hope for all who believe and 
trust in him.  That is my story of a knucklehead saved by grace! 



Sermon Notes 

UNTO THE DAY: 

I got up early one morning 

And rushed right into the day; 

I had so much to accomplish 

I didn’t have time to pray. 

Troubles just tumbled about me 

And heavier came each task. 

Why doesn’t God help me, I won-

dered, 

He answered, “You didn’t ask.” 

I tried to come into God’s pres-

ence, 

I used all my keys at the lock. 

God gently and lovingly chided, 

“Why child, you didn’t knock.” 

I wanted to see joy and beauty, 

But the day toiled on grey and 

bleak, 

I called on the Lord for the rea-

son— 

He said “You didn’t seek.” 

I woke up early this morning 

And paused before entering the 

day. 

I had so much to accomplish 

That I had to take time to pray 

 

KNOW THIS: = we are guilty for 

the fact that we forget to praise 

God for all He is, what He has 

done, and what He is going to ac-

complish! 

“Doth not all nature around me 

praise God? If I were silent, I 

should be an exception to the uni-

verse. Doth not the thunder praise 

Him as it rolls like drums in the 

march of the God of armies? Do 

not the mountains praise Him 

when the woods upon their sum-

mits wave in adoration? Doth not 

the lightning write His name in 

letters of fire? Hath not the whole 

earth a voice? And shall I, can I, 

silent be?” 

 

Tan, P. L. (1996). Encyclopedia of 
7700 Illustrations: Signs of the 
Times (p. 1035). Garland, TX: Bi-

ble Communications, Inc. 

A Perfect Time to Praise: 

1 Samuel 2:1-10 

Q: Have you ever  just thought about how good God has been to 
you, and then began to cry out to Him? 
Q: Has there been a time in your  life when God delivered you 
through a situation, or saved your neck and you broke out in prayer? 
 
HANNAH’S STORY: Hannah had been depressed, discouraged, 
and needed a real life miracle from the Lord. No one or nothing could 
help Hannah with her situation. The doctors couldn’t help her, money 
couldn’t help her, her husband’s love would not cut it, but only God 
could do the work she needed done. God gave Hannah a son when her 
womb was closed, and not only one child, but when she wrote this prayer out she had seven 
children (v.5). Hannah prays to God one of the most powerful prayers in the entire Bible, and so 
powerful that Jesus mother actually uses part of it in her prayer concerning Jesus the Lord of 
glory! 
IMAGINE: You have been unable to have a child for your whole marriage and you seek the 
Lord for a son. You make a real commitment to God for a child, and then God gives you a son. 
You raise that child for three years, you grow close to that child and then when the time was 
right and he was weaned you take that baby to the temple and give him away! Years after this 
situation Hannah writes out this prayer, and through this  
LISTEN CLOSELY: If we would just listen closely to the prayer of Hannah we can learn so 
much about prayer, about the way the Lord works, and be encouraged to continue onward with 
the Lord no matter what situation we are facing today! 
THINK ABOUT IT: Hannah was at her wits end, but God gave her peace…Hannah was strug-
gling to keep her spirit and couldn’t eat, but after she met with the Lord she could hold her head 
up…Hannah was searching for answers, and God gave her the answer she needed!  
Q: Do you know what you see when you look into the life of Hannah?  
A: When the student of the Bible looks into the life on Hannah they can see the way God 
operates in the life of every single person on the face of the earth! There is something in this 
prayer for the believer and the unbeliever…For the proud and the humble…for the strong and 
the weak…for the lost and the saved! 
 
Point # 1 God is powerful and Worthy of Praise! 
NOTICE: Hannah never ask God for anything in this prayer! 
Q: Have you ever  just spent time praising God, thanking God, and rejoicing what God has 
done for you? 
A: That is what Hannah was doing in this prayer ! 

Hannah Rejoices in the Lord (v.1). 
YOU SAY:  “I don’t have anything to rejoice about the Lord has not been good to me!” 
I SAY: “that is the dumbest thing a person can say! God gave you the breath to make that state-
ment! God brought you here tonight, God fed you tonight, God has given you a chance to come 
and know Him! God is being patient with you so you will turn from your sin and trust in Him 
for eternal life!” 
 
The Horn: Hannah mentions her horn being strengthened (v.1). The word horn is used to repre-
sent something that defended, protected, and could attack a predator like the horn of an animal. 
Hannah wasn’t this way when she came to the Lord! Hannah was defeated, she couldn’t eat, her 
husband couldn’t help her and all she did was cry, but Hannah turned to the Lord and found 
strength. The Lord was to Hannah what a horn is to an animal when in danger. Hannah was 
praising God for her new strength! 
 
Q: Have you ever  been there before?  
A: You were defeated…you lost all hope…you had nowhere to turn, and at the perfect 
time God in His mercy gave you new strength! 
 
THINK ABOUT THAT: If there was a time in your life when God gave you the strength you 
needed to overcome, if there was a time when God defended you when you couldn’t defend 
yourself then tonight I was sent here to remind you to rejoice, and praise the LORD!!!! 
THE SITUATION: Hannah was unable to have children and every time her family would go to 
the tabernacle to worship she would be mocked, and ridiculed by the rival wife because of her 
barrenness. Hannah couldn’t do anything to defend herself, it was out of Hannah’s control, so 
Hannah turned to the Lord, and He showed up to help her! 
BIG QUESTION: I wonder  how many are in this room that are in the middle of that kind 
of situation tonight? 
A: You are in a situation that is out of your  control, you cannot do anything yourself 
about it, and you are at your wits end. 
IMAGINE:  Hannah says now when she sees her enemies she just smiles, because Hanna was 
thankful for those hard times knowing that God used them to bring her close to Him! Hannah 
kept on “smiling at her enemies…” because of what the Lord has done in her life. 



Point # 2 Praise God for who He is. 
Q: Have you ever  sat and thought about who God is, and what makes Him God?  
A: God is Holy! “no one is Holy like the Lord!”  
NOTICE:  Look into the verse and see how Hannah describes God as being separate from anything or anyone else (See v.2)!  
THINK ABOUT IT:  Every other attribute that makes God Who He is comes from His Holiness! 

He gives strength to the weak (v.5). 
He is the giver of life (v.5) = “Hannah couldn’t have children, but the Lord reached down from heaven and blessed her with 7 children! 
He can raise the dead (v.6). 
God takes the poor and makes him a prince (See v.7-8). 
 

Q: Do you know what God loves to do according to His word?  
A: Take a beggar  out of the garbage and dress him in a r obe of r ighteousness!  
 
Q: Do you see the picture here?  
A: GOD IS A GOD THAT TURNS THINGS AROUND! The once weak are made strong…those who are poor are made rich…those 
who sat in the dumpster now sit next to the King…those who were dead are brought to life… 
 
THINK ABOUT IT: Hannah was praying a prayer of praise to God and through this prayer we can see how God turns lives around!  
Hannah was once barren…Hannah was once week…Hannah was ready to give up…Hannah had no hope, and the Lord changed all of the 
that because that is how God operates!!!! 
KNOW THIS:  The same Holy God that changed Hannah can change you! The fact that God is Holy means that He can do things no one or 
nothing can do for you! Turning people’s lives around is a part of who God is, and how He operates! 
 
Q: What are you going to do when you get to heaven?  
A: You are going to see God for  who He is and praise Him with all your  hear t- not because of wanting something from Him, but be-
cause of His Holiness! 
God is a God of infinite knowledge! 
There is nothing that God doesn’t know, there has never been a problem for Him, He has never been surprised, and not only that He knows 
all things from the hair on your head to the thoughts of your heart! Past, present and future! 
 
THINK: Hannah was in the middle of a serious battle in the valley, but looking back she began to smile (v.1) and praise God because those 
struggles were a part of God’s wisdom to bring Hannah closer to Him! 
DON’T MISS: “Desperate prayer only comes from times of desperation!”  
Q: Do you know what it took for  me to get to where I turned to the Lord in desperation?  
A: Being homeless, strung-out, on the run, and without anywhere to turn! Now looking back at that time in my life I can praise God for His 
knowledge in using that time in my life to get my attention!  
 
Point # 3 This is a picture of the way God operates His kingdom. 
Q: I wonder  what Hannah was thinking when she wrote (v. 3)?  
A: I think Hannah was thinking of her  enemy, the one who was so proud, and cocky. Hannah was saying there will be a time when 
you will not be so cocky anymore.  
 
GOD IS THE JUDGE: Hannah speaks of the proud and arrogant in her prayer (v.3). Hannah was saying that one day there will not be any 
more of that talk, and that God will judge according to His infinite knowledge. There is a day when that proud look and the arrogant attitude 
with end with terror. 
HANNAH SPEAKS OF HER RIVAL: This woman at one time had it going on pretty good. She was healthy enough to mock Hannah, she 
was a woman who was strong, and barring children but for reasons unknown things had changed for her (See v.5) “…she who has been bar-
ren has 7 children, and she who has many children is not feeble.” 
 
REMEMBER GOD IS A GOD OF THE TURN AROUND: God takes the situation and turns it around.  
Q: Do you remember  where Hannah was when she cr ied out to the Lord?  
A: She was in a state of total humility, she was without a leg to stand on or  a place to turn and that was exactly where the Lor d want-
ed her!  
PROUD SPEECH:  lifting yourself up over others with your speech (Lit: = lifting yourself above others in a higher position, towering over 
others in a better position. Arrogance coming from your mouth, self-willed and stubborn with your speech.  
 
ILLUSTRATION: 
Once, when a great fire broke out at midnight and people thought that all the folks had been taken out, way up there in the fifth story, was 
seen a little child, crying for help. Up went a ladder, and soon a fireman was seen ascending to the spot. As he neared the second story the 
flames burst in fury from the windows, and the multitude almost gave up on the rescue of the child. The brave man faltered, and another fire-
man at the bottom cried out, "Cheer him!" and cheer upon cheer arose from the crowd. Up the ladder he went and saved the child, because 
they cheered him.  
 
LISTEN:  There is nothing you can do about many things that your struggling with tonight! Just like those folks that were far away from that 
child, but one thing you can do is praise the One who can! 
  


