
THE “DEWEY” 

“Now the Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

TESTIMONY OF THE MONTH: 
 JOSH ZUNIGA 

 

Each month, this newsletter will feature the testimony of 

someone who has been saved, redeemed, and transformed 

by Jesus Christ through Freeway Ministries.  

 

This month’s testimony comes from Josh Zuniga, a man who 

was near death when he committed his life to Christ. Josh 

shares his testimony in hopes of helping others who are 

ready for a radical life change.  

We also learn about Gideon in Judges chapter 6; God saw 

him as a leader that He could use, even while Gideon was 

afraid and running from God. God wants to use YOU too! 

Will you be obedient to answer His call? 
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From Death’s Door to Shaking the Gates of Hell 

          I was born in Riverside, California on March 7, 1988 and lived there with my Mom and Dad until I was 6 years old. My mom woke 
me up one night with our stuff packed, and we got in the car and left. My Dad had drugs in the house it was unsafe and unfit for us, so my 
mom got us out. Soon after this, my Mom and the rest of my family moved to Springfield, Missouri. My Mom ended up remarrying and I 
then had a step-dad who liked to beat on me. I kept it from my Mom, and I never told her anything. After 8 years of this, my mom found 
out; about the abuse.  A good mom will always figure things out. As soon as she did, we left right away.  We moved and got a new  place 
a couple of weeks before school started, just the two of us. So that meant a new school for me. I was 14 years old and entering high 
school with a heart full of rage, hate, hurt and rebellion. I started partying, drinking, popping copious amounts of pills, smoking weed 
every day, stealing, lying, getting in trouble and skipping school. By the time I was 17, I had been charged with 4 M.I.P.’s (Minor In Pos-
session) 3 M.I.C.’s (Minor In Consumption) 1 D.W.I., overdosed on crack and dropped out of high school. I went to rehab, not because I 
had any intentions of slowing down or quitting, but simply because my lawyer said that if I did so before I turned 18 that I could get a lot 
of these things expunged from my record. The day I got out of rehab I was right back at the dope house. I wasn’t there but an hour and the 
doors were kicked in and we got raided. Once again God just yelling at me and pleading with me, “This is not the life I have for you!”, 
but I refused to submit. Instead, I chose to keep bucking against God and authority, so God decided to show me he can buck back even 
harder. I had my little runs here and there where I would do good for a few months, then go right back out again. I managed to get my 
G.E.D. And then enroll in OTC, a local community college. I did well there for a semester, then was introduced to heroin when I was 20 
years old and that became my life for the next four years. I was robbing, stealing and manipulating from all my family, friends and em-
ployers. It didn't matter what the consequences were as long as Josh got what Josh wanted. I had warrants out in multiple counties, so I 
went to jail every time I got pulled over, just to bond right back out and create more warrants for myself.  
     I had burned every last bridge I had in Springfield, so I did what I did best and I ran; I ran from my family my friends, I  ran from God. 
I packed everything I could fit in my vehicle and took off, heading to Austin, Texas. I drove all night to where one of my friends from 
school lived who said I could stay at his place to detox; get off the dope and get on my feet and that is what I did for two months.  I slept 
on a tile floor with a blanket and pillow until I got a job, saved up my money and got my own place. I learned a great trade and had a very 
good job that paid well. I met an amazing woman and we were together for three years. We had gotten engaged and were on our way to 
starting a family, then I started drinking. I started drinking every night and soon was drinking the second I woke up in the morning, need-
ing the alcohol in order to function. I ended up losing EVERYTHING; our condo, my truck, my job and my fiance. Everything I had 
worked so hard to build from ground zero was gone; I had ruined it all and burned every bridge once again.  
     I managed to buy myself another truck, packed what stuff I had and took off back to Springfield. The drinking got worse and worse, 
until one day I was having withdrawals so bad that I ended up in Cox hospital. I was released straight to Clarity Drug Treatment Center. 
From there I experienced Freeway services for the first time. I  decided to go so I would have a chance to get out for a few hours. God had 
another plan and that is where His seed was planted for me. I completed the 30 day inpatient program, then went to Recovery Chapel 
Transitional Housing. After two months I was able to move into the Clarity apartments. I was on the Vivitrol program (Opiate & Alcohol 
Blocker) and going to AA & NA meeting once or twice a day. Six months later I was hitting the bottle again, even worse this time. I was 
going through 3 to 4 liters of vodka every day, but still functioning and going to work. I went back to rehab again but it didn’t do any-
thing for me this time, I still wasn’t ready for a radical change in my life. Less than three months after this rehab, at the age of 27, I put 

myself in the cardiac ICU unit four times back to back. I was having seizures so 
bad that they had to fully sedate me; my heart rate and vitals were through the 
roof and the doctors couldn’t get them down. I was out for days at a time. Each 
incident was lasting longer and longer, with the doctor telling me that I was basi-
cally laying on my death bed. The last time I was in the hospital,  John Stroup 
came walking in to my hospital room. Through the right connections and people, 
God had placed him there in my room that day to talk to me. He told me that 
there was an opening at the Freeway Men’s Discipleship House. He warned me: 
it is not for everyone. It is strict, it is rigorous, and relationships with women are 
not permitted. You are required to be at Bible studies, book studies and church 
services all through the week and you must read your Bible every morning be-
fore you start your day. If you follow all these rules and your heart is truly in it, 
then you will succeed. I got released to Freeway directly from the hospital when 
they discharged me. 
    I want to stress heavily that by no means did I share my past in order to glorify 
the sin that I one lived in, or to glorify the man I used to be. I need you to know 
where I came from so you can see what God has delivered me from. I have been 
at the Freeway Men’s Discipleship House now for nine months. I pay my bills, 
my family has been restored, I have two amazing jobs that I don’t deserve and 
my employers work with my schedule so that I can serve and be involved in the 
ministry. I've been discipled and now I get to disciple one of my brothers in 
Christ. I have true brothers now for the first time ever in my life; I now have a 
family of people that will last for eternity. I am the leader of the Mid-Town 
Men’s Disciple house, I am truly saved and living for the Lord.  I have been bap-
tized, I am a member of a church for the first time ever in my life. I teach 1st 
Grade Sunday School at Crossway Baptist Church and I get to coach a youth 
soccer team with one of my brothers through a Christian based soccer program. I 
lead a security team for Freeway Marshfield every Saturday night. I’m enrolled 

and going to Baptist Bible College; studying Missions and Intercultural Studies. All of this was done by the grace and mercy of God. Not 
by my doings but by God’s, who broke my chains, who wiped my slate clean…who took me from being a criminal, dope-fiend alcoholic 
to an obedient follower, discipler and soldier for Jesus Christ and his army! As John Stroup says, I am “Ready to shake the gates of Hell 
and turn this city upside down!” 



Sermon Notes 

KNOW THIS: = God seen Barry 

as that father…God seen Hannah 

as that successful woman…God 

seen Sharla as a leader in the 

woman’s ministry! 

Q: What could God do with 

you? 

A: Tonight you may be defeated, 

but with God you can have the 

victory…the enemy may have you 

down… but with God you can be 

more than a conqueror! 

Q: Did you know that the Lord 

has a sense of humor? Where do 

you think laughter comes from? 

A: I imagine one day when I 

meet Jesus He is going to say 

things like “you should have seen 

the look on your face when I put 

you there… or remember when 

that happened, you never seen it 

coming.” 

(Matt 19:26) with man this is im-

possible, but with God all things 
are possible  

Barry Agee would have never 

thought he would be a great father 

and be a fullt-time electrician. 

When Barry surrendered to Jesus, 

He saw Barry this way! 

 

Hannah Gonzales would have 

never thought that she would be a 

successful single parent, free from 

drugs, holding a good job and 

teaching a Sunday school class 

when she gave her heart to Jesus, 

but He saw her this way! 

 

My wife Sharla would have never 

thought she would be discipling 

women, leading a women’s minis-

try, being a pastor’s wife, speak-

ing at events and homeschooling. 

When she got saved, Jesus saw her 

this way! 

Judges 6:11-24 (Gideon and the winepress) 
 

This was a time when Israel was again in the middle of being disciplined 
by the Lord for turning their backs on Him. They are being oppressed by 
the Mideonites. They have reached an all time low now. The people who 
were once victors, champions, and conquerors are now living in the 
clefts of the rocks like animals. 
The Israelites would try and hide their produce in the mountains, caves, 
and clefts of the rocks. The Mideonites would swarm in like locusts and 
take everything that the Israelites owned that wasn’t nailed down.  
CAN YOU IMAGINE: You are trying to survive off the harvest; you 
have a family to take care of and animals to feed. Right at the time you 
are to harvest the crop- here comes this army of Mideonites like a plague 
of locusts!  
THINK ABOUT IT: This was the worst oppression that the Israelites had faced since coming into 
the promised land. Usually the Israelites would be bullied into paying tribute to live in the land, 
but not here! They had been forced into the rock, they were starving due their crops being taken 
from them (See v.3-5). Their animals didn’t have anything to eat, they were living like a bunch of 
rats in the mountains, eating whatever was left over. The Bible reads that there were so many of 
the Mideonites and their camels that they were “without number”(Ju 7:12). They would come 
into the land and clear our 100 miles at a time.  
YOU SAY: “Preacher, how could God allow this to happen? I thought these were His covenant 
people, and God had a responsibility to protect them?” 
I SAY:  “It was their sin that got them where they were at that time. They were in those rocks 
hiding due to sin, they were in those caves living like animals due to disobedience against God!” 
Q: Did you know God will use a destructive force in your  life to attempt to get your  atten-
tion? 
A: Notice the repetition of the word “destroy” (v.4-5) explaining the power of the Mideonites. 
This word gives the picture of a destructive force.  
Q: Do you see the compar ison here?   
A: This is a picture of what sin does in the life of a rebel against a Holy God! The Israelites 
had turned their backs on God and became once again like the nations around them and it cost 
them! Their crops were a picture of their lives! 
KNOW THIS:  Sin is a destructive, sin will ruin you. A life of sin against God will leave you like 
the Israelites hiding in the rocks, and having everything that you love corrupted and ruined! 
GOD SENDS A PROPHET:  This is the only place in the book of Judges where God sends a 
prophet to them before He acts. (besides Deborah). God is addressing the real issue that was caus-
ing them to be oppressed and afflicted. The issue wasn’t the Mideonites or Amalekites, but their 
sin and rebellion against God. 
THE LORD SPEAKS:  God speaks of all the works He did for them concerning Egypt, and prior 
deliverance (v.8-9). Then He lays it on them “but you have not obeyed my voice” (v.10). 
Q: Do you see what God was showing them?  
A: That their  sin, rebellion, and backsliding had gotten themselves into this mess! God was 
there for them, and once they got what they wanted they turned their backs on Him and became 
like the world around them! 
LISTEN:  I know many good Christian folks that face hard times and tragedy, but there are many 
who come to me and their lives are a wreck, and the problem is a disobedient sinful life! 
God reminds them of their past deeds…. God reminds them of their faithfulness…. 
Q: Do you know what God desired from them?  
A: Loyalty! 
ILLUSTRATION: 
A young man in the army confided to his fellow soldier that he never cheated on his wife if he 
was within fifty miles of home, his loyalty went fifty miles. This is a terrible picture of loyalty, 
and this is a picture of the book of Judges and Christianity today! 
 
Point # 1 The call of God. 
God confronts Gideon: 
IMAGINE: Gideon is threshing wheat in a winepress!  
Q: Do you know how wheat is threshed?  
A: When they threshed wheat they would have an animal attached to a threshing stake. 
They would have that animal drag that stake across the wheat until it crushed everything. Then 
they would throw the wheat in the air with a winnowing fan (which looked like a rake). The grain 
would fall to the threshing floor and the chaff would be blown by the wind. The point being that 
threshing floors were in the open, and usually on high places due to working with the wind. Gide-
on was in a winepress hiding from the Mideonites! He was scared  and trying to keep his wheat 
because the Mideonites would take it from him.  
Q: Do you think Gideon expected God to show up that day?  
A: God shows up and confronts him, and calls him from this place of fear  while he is hiding 
from the enemy! 



Q: Do you know that this is how God works?  
A: You do not come seeking God He comes seeking you! 
JACOB: A momma’s boy on the run from his big brother hiding in a cave with a rock for a pillow, and God shows up. Another time 
in Jacob’s life he was on his way back to his old neighborhood and manipulating once again. He was afraid for his life, in the dark 
all alone, and BAM! God grabbed Jacob, and he had to struggle with God all night! God came looking for Jacob! 

(Rom 3:11) …there is none who seeks after God.” 
Q: Do you think that Jacob came looking for  the Lord?  
A: Some of you came here for  many different reasons, but tonight you are being confronted by the God of the Bible! God has 
showed up looking for you! He is giving you a chance to have a different life, a purpose, to make a difference just like Gideon!  
 
Point # 2 the Lord sees Gideon for who he will become not for who he has been. 
LOOK: (v.12) “…the Lord is with you, you mighty man of valor.” 
Q: What do you think that Gideon thought when God called him that?  
A: Gideon probably thought “do you realize who your talking to?” or “don’t you see me hiding in the winepress?” 
YOU SAY: “Preacher, how can he say that Gideon is a mighty man of valor when he was hiding, afraid, and living in fear of the 
enemy?” 
I SAY: “because God sees what Gideon can become, and not what he was right then. God was assuring him that God was about to 
change him into the leader he never thought he could be.” 
TONIGHT:  I can look around this room and find so many people who are different today than they have ever been in their lives 
because God showed up.  
GIDEON DOUBTS GOD:  “If the Lord is with us, why then has this happened to us? Where are all those miracles that I have heard 
about? Look at what is going on around us now, the Lord has forsaken us!” (v.13) 
Q: How does God respond to Gideon?  
LOOK: God answers a question with a question. Gideon have not I sent you? Go in this might of yours you shall save Israel! 
BIG QUESTION: Do you notice the might that God promised Gideon?  
A: It was the presence of God! See God was letting Gideon know that He was the might that would overcome the enemy…
God was letting Gideon know that it was the fact that God was sending him that should make him go…God was letting Gideon 
know everything is going to change because of the Lord! 
THINK ABOUT IT:  The might (lit: = strength, power, force (v.14) that the Lord told Gideon to go in was God being involved in 
his going! 
TONIGHT: many listening to the sound of my voice do not think that you have what it takes to win this fight you’re in, and many 
don’t think that there is hope for victory, but put the presence of God in the equation and things will change!  
 
Point # 3 you never know who God will use to do His work. 
NOTICE: When God tells Gideon of the job that God called him to do Gideon cannot come to grips with it! (See v.15) “How can I 
save Israel? I am the weakest of all my clan! My clan is the smallest of all my tribe! 
Q: Do you know what Gideon was doing?  
A: Gideon was looking at his abilities, Gideon was looking at himself, Gideon was not looking to God!  

This is the way God operates! God often choses weak, small, unlearned, poor, and the outcast types: 
 (1 Cor 1:26-29)   For consider your calling, brothers: not many of you were wise according to worldly standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of noble birth.   27 But God chose what is foolish in the world to shame the wise; God chose what 
is weak in the world to shame the strong;   28 God chose what is low and despised in the world, even things that are not, to 
bring to nothing things that are,   29 so that no human being might boast in the presence of God. 

ESV |  Ac 4:13 Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated, common men, 
they were astonished. And they recognized that they had been with Jesus. 

 
Point # 4 Gideon Realizes Who He is Speaking with: 
Q: Do you blame Gideon for  being a bit panicked?  
A: Gideon, you are going to defeat a whole nation; Gideon, you are going to save Israel!  
NOTICE: God never mentioned anyone helping him, God never mentioned a plan, but just the fact that this was going to happen! 
Gideon was afraid, Gideon was not brave, but God was about to change all that! 
KNOW THIS: on his own Gideon couldn’t do anything for his people, but with the power of the God of Israel things were about to 
change drastically!  

Gideon realized that this was really the Lord speaking to him, after the sacrifice is burnt up (v. 20-21), and the Gideon panics 
because he realizes he just encountered the God of Israel (SEE v. 22).  

ALAS: (lit: oh no! Many times this word is used in relationship to speaking with the Lord (Josh 7:7; Jer 1:6; Ez 4; 9; 11; 21) This 
shows a state of distress due to fear of dying.  

Gideon worships the Lord 
Gideon is grateful that the Lord spared him, and responds with worship. 

NOTICE: Gideon uses a word play on the words that the Lord spoke to him (See v. 23). Gideon builds an alter and names it The 
Lord is Peace (v.24).  
TRUE STORY: 
Many times people come to me at the end of the service and they say something like “every time I come I feel like your speaking 
directly at me.” Sometimes they will say “everything I am going through right now, all of my struggles, and the situation I am in you 
nailed it tonight.” I have even had folks say “I brought my son, or husband and he is convinced that I have been telling you what he 
is doing, because what you said is exactly what is going on in his life right now.” 
KNOW THIS: I don’t know you, I don’t know your mamma, I don’t know your wife, and I don’t know your situation, but God 
does!  


