
THE “DEWEY” 

“Now the Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

TESTIMONY OF THE MONTH: 
 MIKE GRAVES 

 

Each month, this newsletter will feature the testimony of 

someone who has been saved, redeemed, and transformed 

by Jesus Christ through Freeway Ministries.  

 

 

This month’s testimony comes from Mike Graves, a man who 

has been saved and changed by Jesus Christ. God has been 

working in his heart and life, and he tells his story to share his 

newly found hope and joy with others.  

 

 

Freeway Ministries Newsletter   June/July 2016 



Broken Before a Holy God 

 
     My story is a lot like most; a lot of drug addiction, abuse, prison, dysfunction and a lot of things that a life of sin will 
lead to.  Although it is important to remember where the Lord brought you from, I don’t believe you have to stay there.  
The part I want to share is the story of how true Christ followers love unconditionally; it is a mark of true Christianity.   
 
     When I was released from prison in April of 2013, I became involved in Freeway ministries. I had gotten saved and 
started serving at Freeway with the bus ministry. I was living with my sister and brother-in-law.  God was restoring rela-
tionships, healing old hurts and restoring me. (Joel 2:25) 
 
He, God, was living up to His end of the deal. I, on the other hand, was not. I became very relaxed with my new freedom. 
I stopped reading my bible. My prayer life was weak and rehearsed at best.  As I declined, I began talking to old friends, 
going to old places and started seeing my ex-wife.  The problem wasn’t ex-wife or my old friends or the old places. It was 
me and my lack of pursuit of a God who had pursued me faithfully and relentlessly. 
 
      As you can imagine, Luke 11:24 came at me with full force. I had been out just a short time and I was fired from the 
ministry, was taking pills, drinking and sleeping around.  My descent was faster than it had ever been before. This was the 
shortest amount of time I had ever been out and the worst I had ever been.  Looking back, I believe this was evidence of 
my salvation. Hebrews 12:5-6 speaks of the discipline that comes from the Lord.  What he began to show me was that I 
was a SON and I would not be allowed to hurt myself or anyone else for very long anymore.  So I went back to prison 
again and God began to use these same faithful people to show me His steadfast love, long-suffering and patience with 
someone who did not deserve any more chances (mainly me and maybe you reading this). 
 
     One of the first letters I received from a brother in Christ was something like this: “I hope this letter finds you truly 
broken before a holy God”. This was out of love and not meant to hurt me in any way- quite the opposite.  It was meant to 

show me the love of my Heavenly Father.  It was Hebrews 4:12.  It was 
God’s Word that would be the primary weapon used to fully persuade me 
that I was a SON.  With this assurance of acceptance, God began to expose 
many areas of my life that I had not surrendered.  There was a lot of bitter-
ness, resentment and unforgiveness in my heart.  There was also a lot of 
guilt and shame that I was holding on to.  I dove into God’s Word and found 
true freedom from these things.  1 Timothy 3:16-17 showed me what was 
missing in my walk.  I spent the next year in diligent study of scriptures like 
Psalm 51 and John 21 and began to see many examples of a loving Father 
exposing sin in His children’s lives by disciplining and correcting them and 
with acceptance of correction, full restoration and fellowship. 
 
     I was released from prison again and was accepted by these same people 
into the Freeway Discipleship House, where for another year I was men-
tored and discipled; taught how to live a life that honors the Lord with ap-
preciation for what has been done for me.  I am graduating from the house 
with a firm foundation under my feet.  I’m not going to lie and tell you it has 
all been roses, but the Lord and the people from Freeway have been faithful 
to help me through every struggle.  I am a Christian, I have assurance; I am 
a child of the Most High God and I am grateful! 
 
Special thanks to: The Lord Jesus Christ! 
And also: Freeway Ministries, Crossway Baptist Church, John and Sharla 
Stroup, my sister Sherri and brother-in-law Rick Lechner and the girls- Nao-
mi and Jurney, Mike and Julie Aye, Casey and Jessica Merrick, my children 
Harley and Michael, Michelle Cannefax, EJ and Jesse McDaris, Rorick Fer-
guson, Mikey Laughlin, Mike Estell, The Crawfords; Jamie and Shelly, DJ 
and Kelsey and hundreds of others whose love and kindness have been 
God’s way of full restoration. 
 



Sermon Notes 

Sermon Notes 

James wrote a letter to a group of 
Christians going through serious life 
issues! James while speaking of prayer 
teaches Christians about asking for 
wisdom to understand hardship. 
(James 4:3)  you ask and do not re-
ceive, because you ask a miss (lit:= 
wrongly, or improperly) so you may 
spend it on your pleasure. 

Q: Do you know what would change 
this community? 

A: If every person listening to the 
sound of my voice would stop being 
committed to themselves and start 
being committed to God! 

"The Christian life is not adding Jesus 
to one's own way of life but renounc-
ing that personal way of life for His 
and being willing to pay whatever cost 
that may require."  

-John MacArthur  
 
"More than once Jesus deliberately 
addressed certain issues that quickly 
diminished the number of onlookers. 
It was commitment that thinned the 
ranks."  

-Chuck Swindoll 

ESV |  Je 17:5 Thus says the LORD: 
“Cursed is the man who trusts in man 
and makes flesh his strength, whose 
heart turns away from the LORD.   6 
He is like a shrub in the desert, and 
shall not see any good come. He shall 
dwell in the parched places of the 
wilderness, in an uninhabited salt land.  
 7 “Blessed is the man who trusts in the 
LORD, whose trust is the LORD. 

ESV |  Ps 6:8 -9 for the LORD has 
heard the sound of my weeping.   9 
The LORD has heard my plea; the 
LORD accepts my prayer. 
 
Q: Do you think Hannah knew 
about the way God used those other 
women who were in her situation? 
Sarah had no children and after wait-
ing years when the time was right God 
gave her Isaac the father of Israel! 
Rebekah had no children for the first 
25 years of marriage and God gave her 
Joseph. 
Samson the famous Judge came from 
a barren woman. 

 The mother of John the Baptist who 
was the man God used to usher in the 
Son of God. He came from a barren 
women named Elizabeth . 

When There is Nowhere Else to Turn 

(1 Sam 1) 
Hannah was a woman who had an issue that no one could fix. This 
brought pain…depression…loneliness…and no one could comfort 
her! Hannah wanted to have a child, but couldn’t have one.  
 
THE SITUATION:  Hannah lived in a culture that saw a woman who 
was not able to have a child as a curse from God (Deut 7:13-14).  If a 
husband could not have children by his wife many times they would 
marry a second wife to bear them children. If having to share her hus-
band wasn’t enough, Hannah watched this other woman bear children 
for her husband.  
 
IMAGINE: how that must have felt to see this woman bring heirs into the world for the man 
she loved! Think of how insecure that would make you feel! That would make you feel worth-
less and wonder why God allowed you to go childless! It gets worse! 
 
HANNAH WAS MOCKED: the Bible tells us that Hannah was being persecuted as well by the 
other woman. Hannah was under constant pressure from her rival the other wife who had no 
problem having kids.  
Every year when the household would go up to the temple to worship Hannah would be pro-

voked by the other woman. The Bible describes this being an annual thing. As a man of 
God, Elkanah would have to go to the temple three times a year minimum. So at least 
three times a year, the family would gather together and the persecution would begin. 
She would provoke Hannah to the point of extreme anxiety…(v.6) = (lit: = Provoking her 
severely (describing loud noises, and thunder) to the point of stress.  

 
THERE WAS NO OTHER COMFORT: 

Hannah’s husband could not help the situation: 
Elkanah tried to comfort Hannah by giving her extra portions from the offering (v.5), but 

her comfort could not be met with a double portion. 
Her husband was at his wits end because he couldn’t figure out the problem. 

NOTICE: (v.8) “why, why, why??????” Hannah’s husband asks the question three times. 
 
STATISTICS: 
According to Healthline Worldwide there are 121 million people depressed in the world. 1 out 
of ten women are depressed, and women have a higher risk of being depressed.  
Depression can lead to obesity, heart disease, sleeping disorders, and a lack of education. 

Every year the number of people depressed increases 20%. 
 

THINK ABOUT IT:  read closely into the Scripture and you will see that Hannah was suffering 
with a serious battle of depression.  
 
IMAGINE: they are in the place of worship, and everyone has joy except for Hannah. Hannah 
is depressed and broken. Elkanah sits her down, his face is red, and he cannot figure it out. 
“Hannah, how come you cannot stop crying?” “Hannah, how come you won’t eat?” “Hannah, 
your heart is so grieved and I have done everything I can do!” 
 
Point # 1 Help comes from only the Lord: 
QUOTE:  “God’s tendency is to make our total inability His starting point.” -Dale Davis 
BIG QUESTION: What do you do when everyone has joy, but you cannot seem to find it? 
What do you do when nothing material seems to satisfy? What do you do when those that love 
you have run out of options for helping you? 
A: Turn to the Lord! 
NOTICE: Who it was that closed Hannah’s womb? It was the Lord who did this. It was not 
sin…Hannah’s rival was not to blame…It wasn’t due to health issues…It was the Lord.  

GOD WAS WORKING IN HANNAH’S SITUATION: 
Hannah’s hardship drove her to the Lord. Hannah ran to God for this issue that she was 

going through. 
Hannah was in great mental distress. She was humiliated, weeping violently (v.10) she was 

in bitterness of soul, and wept in anguish (lit: “Hannah was in great mental dis-
tress…” 

Q: Did you know that God can work in the middle of depression to do a work that you 
have no clue He is doing? 

A: God was working through this situation… 
HANNAH’S HARDSHIP’S DROVE HER TO PRAYER: 

QUOTE:  “Crying in the right spirit sometimes is liquid prayer.” – John Westley  



Hannah pours out her heart to God in tears…in weeping…Hannah was broken before God, and God heard her! 
THINK ABOUT IT:  Hannah had been weeping before her husband, but she leaves the dinner table and makes her way to the tabernacle and 
weeps before the Lord in prayer! (v.9-10) 
Q: Do you know what some of you need to do?  
A: Come to the Lord broken in tears and cry out to Him with your  issue. Br ing it to the Lord in prayer !  
BIG QUESTION: Do you think that Hannah was the first person to be in the situation she was in?  
A: The answer  is no! 
 
THINGS TO REMEMBER: 
Your situation is not as unique as you might think. God can, will and has delivered people from this before! 
KNOW THIS: as much as you want to believe that your situation is unique it is not! You’re not the first person to go through this, and God 
has delivered someone out of your situation before you came along. 
Q: How many remember  Elijah the prophet?  
A: Elijah was on top of the wor ld, he was taking on the enemies of God, and was fear less! Then after  a great and mighty victory he allowed a threat 
to strike fear in his heart! (1 Ki 18-19) 
Q: What would cause a man who was in the middle of a great accomplishment for  God to give up and quit? Elijah left his servant a nd went a day’s 
journey out in the wilderness with no food and no water to die.! 
Q: Do you know what Elijah told God?  
A: “I am the only one left…I am all alone…” Basically “My situation is unique!” God told him  (paraphrase) “I have 7000 men that are in the same situa-
tion that you’re in and I am taking care of them just like I would you, but you quit.” (1 Ki 19:18). 

ESV |  1 Pe 5:7 casting all your anxieties on him, because he cares for you.   8 Be sober-minded; be watchful. Your adversary the devil prowls 
around like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.   9 Resist him, firm in your faith, knowing that the same kinds of suffering are being 
experienced by your brotherhood throughout the world. 

 
KNOW THIS:  When you realize that you are not the only one, when you realize that you share this suffering with others all over the world it empowers you 
to overcome self-pity, and will give you power over those obstacles. 
 
Point # 2 Hannah made her commitment and waited. 
NOTICE:  Hannah while praying makes a commitment and waits on God.  
PRAYER TURNED INTO COMMITMENT: “Hannah was in bitterness of soul, praying and weeping in anguish.” (v.10) Then she made a vow (lit: = then 
Hannah vowed a vow to God (v11). Hannah made a conditional commitment to God. This was a binding commitment with consequences with God. 
Q: Do you know what I think happened?  
A: Hannah got real ser ious about her  level of commitment to God! 
Hannah promised the Lord that this answered prayer would be for His glory, and she would not keep it for herself. That what God gave her she would give 
back to Him, and things became more about the Lord than they did about Hannah.  
Q: Does your  answered prayer  br ing God glory?  
Q: Can God use your  answered prayer  for  His honor , and glory?  
BIG QUESTION: Do you realize how serious commitment is to God? 
THINK ABOUT IT:  Hannah’s answered prayer went back to God. Hannah prayed in detail for a male child, so she could give him back as a Nasserite. She 
made a commitment if God would answer this prayer she would give her answered prayer back to God.  
Q: Does your  motivation in prayer  center  around you are God’s glory and honor? 
Q: Is your  answered prayer  for  your  glory, your  good, and your  honor?  
YOU SAY: “I prayed that God would save my marriage…I prayed that God would save me…I prayed that God would rescue me from the pit of addiction 
preacher!” 
I SAY: “When God saves your marriage you commit that marriage to honoring God. When God saves your life what are going to do with it? When God 
rescues you from the pit don’t go back to it!” 
HANNAH PRAYED FROM HER HEART: (see v.12-13) the Scripture says that “Hannah prayed with her heart and not her mouth.” The priest thought she 
was drunk, and then her defense was this “I am not drunk, but I have poured out my heart to the Lord.” 
THINK ABOUT IT: Hannah was not concerned with others hearing her prayers…Hannah was not giving lip service, but praying from her heart to God 
almighty!!!!! 
A: SAMUEL WOULD BE GIVEN BACK TO GOD: when your prayers, your motivation, and your desires become about more about God, and less about 
you that is when you will have your breakthrough.  
 
Point # 3 Hannah finds peace in waiting on God: 
NOTICE:  After Hannah prayed she received peace from God. (v.16) = “I have complained out of my anxiety and sorrow until now.” Then Eli says (v.17) = 
“Go in peace, and God answer your prayer.” 
Q: Do you know what happened?  
A: Hannah got up, she dusted herself off, she ate food, and her  face was no longer  sad. Hannah broke fr ee from her  depression, a nxiety, and waited 
on God to move. 
KNOW THIS:  God has perfect timing, and He is right there in the middle of your struggle tonight. God was right there in the middle of Hannah’s struggle!  
THE REST OF THE STORY:  Hannah’s prayer was answered (v.20) = “in the process of time.” God gave Hannah a son, and she named him Samuel (the 
name Samuel = “heard of God”). She raised him until he was weaned (according to culture three years), and then she gave him back to the Lord (v.24-28).  
KNOW THIS:  Hannah found peace and was settled through prayer and a lifelong commitment to God…Hannah said “as long as he lives he belongs to the 
Lord.” (v.28).  
 
ILLUSTRATION: 
When Adoniram Judson graduated from college and seminary, he received a call from a fashionable church in Boston to become its assistant pastor. Every-
one congratulated him. His mother and sister rejoiced that he could live at home with them and do his life work, but Judson shook his head. “My work is not 
here,” he said. “God is calling me beyond the seas. To stay here, even to serve God in His ministry, I feel would be only partial obedience, and I could not be 
happy in that.” Although it cost him a great struggle he left mother and sister to follow the heavenly call. The fashionable church in Boston still stands, rich 
and strong, but Judson’s churches in Burma had fifty thousand converts, and the influence of his consecrated life is felt around the world. 
Q: Do you see the issue here?  
A: Mr . Judson was saying that there was no peace for  him in par tial obedience, but there is peace in total sur render  and commitm ent to God! 
ASK YOURSELF: 
Am I serious about my commitment to God? 
Do I realize God sees my heart, and knows my level of commitment? 
Am I willing to wait for God to move? 


