
THE “DEWEY” 

“Now the Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

TESTIMONY OF THE MONTH: 
 LENDY MCGOWAN 

 

Each month, this newsletter will feature the testimony of 

someone who has been saved, redeemed, and transformed 

by Jesus Christ through Freeway Ministries.  

 

 

This month’s testimony comes from Lendy, a young woman 

who has experienced hardship and suffering, but is now a 

new creation in Christ Jesus. Through God’s grace and mer-

cy, she has been given a second chance at life and she is 

making the most of it!  Read on to be inspired and refreshed 

to see how God has been working in her life. We will also 

look at the family of Eli in the book of Samuel and how com-

promise leads to corruption in the life of a Christian. 
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Redeemed! 

Isaiah 43:1:  

But now, thus says the Lord, who created you, O Jacob, and He who formed you, O Isra-
el: Fear not, for I have redeemed you; I have called you by your name; you are Mine. 

     My name is Lendy and I am sharing my story with you today in obedience to the Lord, who commands Christians to 
share our testimonies. I am praying that my testimony will be used by God to touch someone’s heart who may have similar 
experiences in their past and has lost hope for a better life.  I suffered through abuse in my home as child, my dad is alco-
holic to this day. My parents split up and from the time I was 11 until I was 15, my mom had a boyfriend and we lived in a 
barn with farm animals and with no bathroom.  As you  can probably imagine, it was not easy being a teenager with those 
living arrangements.  I started going to church with a friend and got saved at the age of 13. I had a Southern Baptist back-
ground from going to church with my grandparents as a young child, so I knew about Jesus and knew the work He wanted 
to do in me. I was saved, but still unhappy with my life.  I was expecting perfection to follow my salvation, but that did not 
happen. 

     My addiction began and I soon quit school, but earned my GED at the age of 16. I had three poems published and 
started IV drug use at the same time.  I lost my faith and became involved in paganism but couldn’t rebel against the Lord- 
he had my heart.  I began to run from Him from here to Vegas to North Carolina. I ran drugs from Canada to NY for a 
while.  I decided to come home, got pregnant and was married at age 20 ,but meth tore my family apart. Five years later I 
had my second child with another man but he soon left me because of my alcoholism. I then entered a relationship with 
married man and started using heroin and opiates. I struggled to be a mother and asked my family to send me to send me 
to rehab, but they refused.  I soon gave up my daughters to their fathers and their families and I praise the Lord for those 
families who have raised my daughters.  I haven’t seen them in seven years. Alcoholism and abuse took over my life 
again and I had a boyfriend for about a year and a half. One month after we broke up, he and members of his family killed 
a man over an eightball of dope and buried him in backyard. He was missing for three months, until my ex boyfriend’s 
nephew finally came forward and provided information on the whereabouts of the body. I could have easily been involved 
in this!  

Daniel 2:22:  
He reveals deep and secret things; he knows what lies in darkness, and light dwells  with 
him. 
 

     I then got addicted to bath salts and was homeless for five years. For two and a half of those years I was raped, beaten 
and burned; severely abused. I had no family, no friends and was locked in a garage unless I was stealing or scrapping. 
One day I was digging in a dumpster and found pages from a bible from Luke 12, 13, 14, 15, the parable of the lost sheep. 
I began reading. Jesus grabbed me right there in that dumpster and said “Enough!” 

 Daniel 5:27 
 You have been weighed in the balances, and found wanting. 
 
 Psalm 23:1:   
 A psalm of David. The Lord is my shepherd, I shall not want. 
 

     I was arrested and spent 14 months in county jail. While in county jail I ministered for Slinging Stones and Fishers of 
Men. When I got out of jail they helped me get into the CORE program. Due to the severity of the abuse I had suffered, 

Peggy Davis gave me a second chance at Drug Court even after I had absconded 
for two years. Out of five felonies I have one that will be eligible to expunge by the 
grace of merciful God! I was in Polk County jail for 11 months and from there en-
tered transitional housing and transitioned out after seven months.  

     Today I am three months away from Drug Court graduation. I am a House of 
Hope graduate. I have been involved with Freeway for a year and a half and am 
now the Carol Jones team ministry leader. I also sing with the Good News Band 
and praise and worship at Friday night Freeway. I was recently certified as a men-
tal health first aid responder and MRSSP. I am also certified in Ethics and Medi-
cally Assisted Treatment, so I can work with people receiving Vivitrol treatments.  
I currently work two jobs; one at Subway and one as a receptionist at First Baptist 
Church. I will be starting at OTC in the spring for my Associate Degree in Applied 
Sciences: Behavioral Health support. I am also working toward my RASAC 
(recognized counselor).  I am in contact with my daughter for the first time in sev-
en years and am praying that we can slowly build a relationship.  After five years 
of homelessness and 20 years of addiction, I have my own apartment!  I have two 
years clean and am just as saved as I was at the age of 13; I have finally em-
braced it and made the decision to walk with my Jesus! 



Sermon Notes 

Q: Do you know what Eli 
reminds me of? 

A: Some of you at Walmart 
with your kids! Eli was like a 
parent that you see counting 
at Walmart! Stop counting 
and start spanking! 

TRUE STORY:  when I am 
introducing a new person 
into the men’s discipleship 
house I show them the rules 
that structure the house. I 
explain to them that those 
rules are to be followed by 
everyone, including me. I 
am accountable to God for 
making sure that I address 
those who break them, and 
if necessary take action 
against those who refuse to 
follow them.  

Q: Do you know what hap-
pens when someone doesn’t 
follow that structure? 

A: I get involved, I find 
them and take action. I ad-
dress the issue, and even 
will have them packed up 
and make them leave the 
house.  

Q: Do you know what 
would happen if I started 
being soft on the structure 
with one of the men? 

A: It would spread, God 
would judge me, and we 
would have a nightmare on 
our hands.  

KNOW THIS:  I have had 
friends from my past, and 
men who I have known a 
long time before I was a 
Christian come here to the 
houses. I hold them to the 
same standard, and have 
kicked them out when they 
get sideways, because I 
want God’s blessing on this 
ministry and that comes with 
no compromise.  

The Family of Eli 

1 Samuel 2:12,  22-36 

 

The time of this book was a wicked time in the history of the children of 
Israel when everyone did what was right in their own eyes. The focus 
changes from the family of Elkanah to the family of Eli the priest. God 
changes the direction of the narrative and begins to show the wicked-
ness in the meeting place where holiness should be the standard, but 
it was everything but holy! 
THE PRIEST: The priest were to be an example to the people, to be 
live a life separated to God, those in leadership to God’s people are to 
set the spiritual standard for the people to follow.  
ELI’S SONS:  The high priest was a man named Eli who had two sons 
who represented God to the people. These two sons were as wicked as you get, and old dad 
knew it was going on, but did nothing and God judged them severely. 
IMAGINE:  You are going to a place to seek the Lord, you are headed to worship, make sacri-
fices, and offerings. You are met by the men that are to represent the Lord, but you notice 
something is wrong with the picture. You see that they are making a place of worship a place 
of extortion, you see that the place that God has ordained as a place to meet with him has 
been turned into a place of sexual immorality! You see what goes on in the tabernacle is no 
different than what is going on inside the tabernacle.  
Q: Why would someone want to go into the tabernacle and meet with a spiritual authori-
ty when they are living life of gross sin? 
A: Eli accused his sons of making the people sin by their conduct in leadership. Every-
one is talking about it and it gives the Lord a bad name (see v.24). 

THE SIN: 
Extortion: the priest would send their servants to take more than their portion from those 

worshiping.  
Sexual immorality: the priest would take advantage of the women that came to serve and 

use their influence to have sex with them.  
Ignoring known sin: as a leader of the tabernacle, and a father Eli allowed the sin to con-

tinue without doing anything about it. The sin he allowed to go on under his authority 
was accounted to him as well.  

THE SIN OF ENABLING: Look at the question God ask to Eli the priest for allowing this sin to 
continue under his authority.  (See v.29)“why do you kick at My sacrifice and offering…” God 
didn’t send the prophet to the sons of Eli, and that word “you” is in the plural form. Eli shared in 
that sin by allowing it to go on under his authority without doing something about it.  

THE REMNANT: 
God has kept a remnant through all of history. No matter what has happened in this world God 
has kept a remnant. Through judgment, through natural disaster, through wars and conflicts, 
disciplining His people and purging out the wicked. God has made sure that there are those 
who are seeking Him, or those who are being raised up to take the place of those who are 
dropping the ball! 
Q: Do you know what God was doing while these wicked men were doing all the evil in 
the tabernacle? 
A: Raising up a man of God to take the place of those who were dropping the ball and 
being a disgrace. 
THINK ABOUT IT: God was in control of the situation, and using every detail of the lives of 
these two families for His glory and honor. God used a dramatic, hard, and life changing situa-
tion to bring a new leader into the temple named Samuel.  
KNOW THIS: Anything built around men will always fail, and the moment that anyone begins 
to think that they are doing God a favor or that they are irreplaceable is the beginning of the 
end for your ministry. 
SOMETHING TO REMEMBER:  Even in the darkest times in this world when things seem like 
all is lost God has a remnant. The church is not built by personality, the church does not ad-
vance in the arm of the flesh, but God will advance His kingdom without you or me!  
 
Point # 1 Compromise leads to corruption: 
Q: How do you think that it all started for Eli the high priest?  
A: Eli came from the line of Aaron and was Levite. His children had great respect, privi-
leges, and opportunity according to who they were.   
BIG QUESTION: How did this happen with Eli the priest? The Bible describes these sons as 
worthless (v.12) (lit: = sons of the devil, without worth, good for nothing, men of destruction… 
the Bible says they had no regard for the Lord.  
A: Eli swept sin under the rug for far too long and it was too late to stop it now. Eli 
looked the other way for far too long, and now God’s judgement was coming and no one could 
stop it.  
(Jam 4:17) to him who knows to do right and does not do it to him it is sin.  
Q: Do you know what the most common excuse people use when they tell you why they 
don’t want to come to church is? 
A: Because of someone in the church gave a bad testimony. They looked back at the 
way someone lived, and reflected it directly against the Lord, because that person was a rep-
resentative of God! 

 



Eli waited too long to confront the issue and lost his spiritual influence over his sons. 
Eli never took action and it led to the ruin of his family. 
 
TO THE PARENTS:  The longer you allow things to go on under your authority without taking action, the less influence you will have  on 
your kids when you need to.  
GOD’S ACCUSATION TO THE PARENT: You honor your kids over Me. by allowing the sin to continue. By Eli not removing his sons, Eli 
showed that he was honoring his sons over God (see v.29) Don’t honor any relationship over your relationship with the Lord. 
Q: Do you see the statement that God is making to us through His Word?  
A: When you allow this to go on under your authority and refuse to take action you are showing God that He is not number one, 
and that is dangerous ground for your leadership! 
THIS GOES FOR ALL OF US : When you allow known sin to continue under your authority you are taking part in that sin.  
One of the hardest things that I have to do is sit people down and confront them concerning hidden sin that has been made known to me. I 
have sat too many people down to count from this ministry, and it is never easy. I was talking with a pastor friend of mine concerning this 
struggle, and he said something that I will never forget. He said “John we are responsible for what we know, and not what we don’t know.” 
Q: Do you know that God will hold you accountable for how you handled what you know, and not for what you don ’t know? 
A: I have the opportunity to preach at many churches, and planting four freeway ministries in southern Missouri I have dealt wit h 
many pastors and their church problems. The number one problem that I see in the church is compromise. Once you allow sin to go un-
checked, it spreads. The next thing you know everyone expects the pastor to compromise, and the hand of God is removed from the 
church.  
 
Point # 2 : The result of Compromise. 
Eli lost his family, his respect, his testimony and his position. 
Eli’s warning (v.25) (lit: = “when a man sins against another man God can intercede, but when a man sins deliberately against the Lord who 
can intercede?”  
Q: Do you see what he is saying here?  
A: (lit: = “you are making God your opponent, and no one can help you then!”  
NOTICE: (v.25) (lit: = “his sons were not able to hear, because the Lord desired to put them to death.”) 
THE LORD GAVE THEM UP: This is part of the judgment of God. That statement is not popular to the world, but it is a true part of the way 
God works. It wasn’t that they wouldn’t listen to their father, it was the fact that it was too late for them.  
YOU SAY:  “Preacher, it is never too late for someone, and I have heard you say that before. Are you changing your stance?” 
I SAY: “I believe that God can save anyone, anytime, anywhere, and anyway He wants, but Scripture teaches that there comes a time when 
someone has rejected God so much that it is too late for them. According to their heart, and we have no clue how that works, but my job is 
not to examine the heart my job is to preach the Gospel and leave that up to them and the Lord!  
THE JUDGMENT WAS FREEDOM TO LOVE THEIR SIN WITH NO RESTRAINT: A constant rebellion against God’s Word, a constant re-
jection of doing what is right, and a consistent lifestyle of sin leads to God giving you over to love your wickedness with no restraint, or con-
viction.  

  Ro 1:21 For although they knew God, they did not honor him as God or give thanks to him, but they became futile (v.2 worthless men) in 
their thinking, and their foolish hearts were darkened.   22 Claiming to be wise, they became fools,   23 and exchanged the glory of the im-
mortal God for images resembling mortal man and birds and animals and creeping things.   24 Therefore God gave them up in the lusts of 
their hearts to impurity, to the dishonoring of their bodies among themselves,   25 because they exchanged the truth about God for a lie and 
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever! Amen.   26 For this reason God gave them up to dishon-
orable passions. For their women exchanged natural relations for those that are contrary to nature;   27 and the men likewise gave up natu-
ral relations with women and were consumed with passion for one another, men committing shameless acts with men and receiving in 
themselves the due penalty for their error.   28 And since they did not see fit to acknowledge God, God gave them up to a debased mind to 
do what ought not to be done. 
WHERE I STAND: I believe that the Scripture teaches that your constant refusal to reject God, and your consistent willing disobedience to 
bathe in wickedness comes at a high cost. Eventually you will be given over to a hard heart that cannot, and will not be penetrated by God’s 
Word as part of your judgement.  
NOTICE:  The words that describe the heart, and compare it to Eli’s sons. Futile in their thoughts (worthless), Darkened heart (unable to 
discern or understand as a result of rejecting God) this is a mind described as hostile against God (Rom 8:7). Debased mind (Wasted mind).  
ILLUSTRATION: 
The other night my son Keith and I were talking about being offensive with the Gospel. Keith expressed his opinion on how we needed to be 
nice to people most of all and make sure not to offend anyone. I asked him a question. “Keith what if this house was burning down, and I 
had seconds to bust in this door to your bedroom, and snatch your sleeping body out of the bed while dragging you through a fiery floor? 
Would you rather me not bother with attempting to save you due to the fact that you may be uncomfortable, or that it may upset you a bit to 
wake you up that way?” Keith said “no dad, I would want you to rescue me from the flames at all cost.” 
KNOW THIS: we must not confuse niceness with love! Sometimes the truth hurts, and the message of the cross may offend people, but 
without conviction there is no salvation.  
 
Point # 3 Remember that God keeps a remnant.  
SOMETHING TO REMEMBER: There will always be false priest, preachers who are pimping the name of Jesus, fakes, and phonies. There 
will always be unrepentant, lost, wicked, depraved, and immoral people. Many will continue to be exposed under the cloak of Christianity 
and that is expected according to the Word. 
Behind the scenes, quietly while everything seemed to be falling apart, God was at work in the life of a young man named Samuel. God 
placed a remnant inside that tabernacle in the middle of all that ungodliness. Look deep into the story and you can see the way God keeps a 
remnant. 
GOD PROMISES JUDGMENT ON HIS PEOPLE: ESV |  1 Pe 4:17 For it is time for judgment to begin at the household of God; and if it be-
gins with us, what will be the outcome for those who do not obey the gospel of God? 
WHAT GOD DID AS A RESULT OF THIS SIN:  God replaced these men, and took the blessing that they would have had from their family 
line. (see v.30) “far be it from Me, for those who honor Me I will honor and those who despise Me shall be lightly esteemed.” 
ILLUSTRATION: 
Many times while dealing with people I will sit them down to discuss issues that are dangerous to their Christian walk. Most of the time they 
want to discuss what someone else is doing or has done. I will tell them “I don’t want to talk to you about someone else, but I want to talk to 
you about you. Because you will have to answer to God for you, and your sin.” Then I tell them “draw circle around yourself and get in it. 
The level of commitment to God in that circle is your responsibility.” 


