
THE “DEWEY” 

“Now the Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

TESTIMONY OF THE 

MONTH: 
 JERRY AND RHONDA           

FREEMAN 
 

Each month, this newsletter will feature the testimony of 

someone who has been saved, redeemed, and trans-

formed by Jesus Christ through Freeway Ministries.  

 

We hear a different perspective in this issue from a couple 

who do not have a background in crime or addiction, but  

who are sinners saved by Jesus Christ, whose lives have 

been changed by Freeway Ministries. Rhonda and Jerry 

serve tirelessly in many areas of the ministry and Rhonda 

loves the ladies who come through Freeway’s Discipleship 

House just as Christ first loved us and loves us today. Read 

on to learn how their faith has been strengthened as they 

watch broken people cry out to God and see Him do amaz-

ing works in their lives! 
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Miracles and Heartaches      
 
     This is the story of Jerry and Rhonda Freeman, a couple who love the Lord and live to serve Him.  They don’t have a history of crime or 
addiction and know that it is only because of the grace of God. They would like to share their testimonies of salvation and how Freeway 
Ministries has impacted their lives. Rhonda is retired and invests a huge amount of time and love into the women who come through our 
Discipleship houses– she truly shows them God’s love in so many ways! Jerry looks forward to retirement and the opportunity to invest in 
the men in the Discipleship houses and get to know them better. They play an vital role in our bridge between the street and the church. 
     Rhonda wasn’t  raised in church; the only time she went to church was when her sister-in-law took her.  She led a sheltered life and did 
not have much of a social life; Rhonda writes, “ As I look back at that time in my life, I would say that I simply existed- nothing more. In 
November of 1968, mutual friends set me up with Jerry Freeman on a blind date. It took me a few years to realize it, but I now know without 
a doubt that God intervened in my life and sent Jerry to me at just the right time before I got myself in trouble.  Jerry and I were married in 
August of 1969. We went to church one in a while, but it wasn’t until May of 1981 that we were saved at Broadway Baptist Church in 
Springfield.” 
     Jerry Freeman was in church every Sunday as he was growing up, not with his parents, but with his brothers and sisters riding the church 
bus every week.  When Jerry turned 16 and had a job and car, he was no longer interested in church. Jerry and Rhonda attended church to-
gether occasionally, mainly to spend time with each other.  After their two children were born in 1974 and 1976, Jerry became concerned 
with getting the kids into church, so they continued to attend church sporadically.  Jerry writes, “In 1975, we bought our first home and un-
beknownst to us, we were surrounded on all four sides by Christian families from four different churches.” One of the men often talked to 
Jerry over the fence, inviting the family to their church and urging him to get his family into church.  One of the other neighbor wives was 
telling Rhonda the same thing, also inviting the family to church.  
      Jerry and Rhonda soon attended Broadway Baptist Church and were amazed at how they taught straight from the Bible. They heard pow-
erful messages, and conviction soon set in. Jerry writes, “The first Saturday night in May of 1981, we had an evangelist preaching a revival. 
At the end of the sermon, Rhonda and I were both hanging on to the pew in front of us. My wife turned and looked at me, I nodded ‘yes’, 
and she let go of the pew and went to the altar. My 6-year-old daughter asked me where Momma went; when I told her, she said that she 
wanted to go to heaven too. That’s when I broke. I know that the second I let go of that pew, that is when I was truly saved. I bowed at the 
alter and said ‘God, You’re right and I’m wrong’. A gentleman came and went over the Roman’s Road of salvation with me and we prayed, 
but I know salvation happened when I let go of that pew. My wife was the same way. She said when she let go and turned to take the first 
step is when she got saved. She went to the altar and said, ‘God, I’m sorry!’” 
         In 1989, the Freemans moved from Springfield to a small town and started attending another church, where Rhonda served in the 
nursery and Jerry was a deacon. After some years, they started to feel drawn to return to the church where they were saved, Broadway Bap-
tist. At the same time, Rhonda had started to have some encounters with homeless people and started having a burden for them.  She called a 
local shelter and left a voicemail asking someone to call her back because she was interested in doing some volunteer work. No one ever 
called her back. They did go back to Broadway Baptist, and knew immediately that was where they needed to be. One Wednesday night, 
Rhonda was sitting in her car in a fast food parking lot, waiting for Jerry to meet her to grab a bite to eat before evening service when a 
woman approached the car and asked for something. Rhonda writes, “To this day, I don’t remember what it was that she asked for. I told her 
that I was waiting for my husband and I would check with him when he got there. As she walked away from my car, I remember laying my 
head on my steering wheel and praying, ‘God, our church is just down the street- I wish we had something for these people!’. I truly meant 
it! I wanted to help but had no idea where to start.” 
     One Sunday afternoon, just a few weeks later, their pastor announced that along with 3 men who had a burden, they were starting a minis-
try for people in recovery, such as drug addicts, alcoholics, and homeless. Rhonda’s daughter was sitting next to her in service; Rhonda’s 
mouth dropped open and her daughter tapped her and said, “Mom!”, she knew Rhonda was waiting for something like this.  Freeway Minis-
tries was started, but it was a few services before Jerry and Rhonda attended and they have been attending ever since.  Rhonda writes, “Our 
eyes were opened to the magnitude of people needing recovery, needing Christ and needing acceptance from ‘church’ people”. Jerry and 
Rhonda slowly began to learn the terminology used to relate to people and gladly received advisement from John Stroup, Mike Aye and Rick 
Lechner on what to do and what not to do, to protect themselves and others who were stepping into a realm that was totally foreign to them.  
They started hearing testimonies from ex-cons and drug dealers – how God had gotten ahold of them and changed their lives! This was a 
huge faith builder for Jerry and Rhonda-they saw this, watched it, and their faith grew and continues to grow. Jerry writes “We have seen 
miracles and we have experienced heartaches… watching men and women graduate from the Discipleship houses, getting jobs and having 
their relationships with their families restored has been amazing!”  
      Rhonda explains how Freeway has impacted her life: “I found a ministry where I feel I ‘belong’ and can serve God!  Freeway has given 
me hope… hope for lost friends and family, hope for those still suffering in their addiction. Freeway has immensely increased my faith in 
God. We have seen miraculous transformation of lives and restoration of families. We have witnessed miracles from God there! Freeway has 

convicted me of my lack of  knowledge of the Bible and lack of bold-
ness for the Lord; I am reading my Bible more and discipling women. 
I have learned that I can’t ‘fix’ anyone. God and only God can ‘fix’ 
people. I just need to be there to empathize, encourage, listen and 
nurture when I can. Lastly, Freeway has taught me to never give up. 
There have been many disappointments and even some tragedies, but 
in those times I have to focus on the successes; those who have had 
their families restored, gotten jobs, homes and cars, those now living 
tax-paying and law-abiding lives who are contributing to society and 
the community; those now raising their kids in the church house in-
stead of the dope house. We have to keep on keeping on and “do the 
next right thing”, to quote Rick Lechner. It is such a blessing to sit in 
church on Sundays and Wednesdays next to ex-criminals, recovered 
drug addicts and former alcoholics and worship God together!” 
Rhonda and Jerry urge other Christians to get involved with Freeway 
ministries in some capacity to help bridge the gap between the street 
and the church.  2 Corinthians 5:17  Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, 
he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things 
have become new.   



Choose to Commit: 

Josh 24:14-28 

Chapter 23,and 24 have some similarities but also are much different. This chapter is a challenge to renew the covenant with 

God and focuses on wholehearted service to the Lord. The word “serve” is mentioned 15 times.  

Joshua makes it clear that they must choose to serve God. The word “choose “is mentioned 15 times. Joshua was telling the 

people that choosing God was not an option, and that this was a day to make that choice if they wanted the blessings of God to 

follow them into the land then they better get that nailed down. 

THUS SAITH THE LORD: This chapter also has the Lord speaking to the people prophetically through Joshua as He reminds 

the people all of what He has done throughout history for them (v.1-13) .God gives the people a history lesson concerning 

their ancestors and the reason that they are where they are that day (v.1-10). Then God speaks to them concerning the 7 plus 

years of war that they have fought in the promised land, and how it was God who delivered their enemies over to them. Then 

the blessings of the cities they didn’t have to build, and the vineyards they didn’t have to plant. God was letting them know 

that He had blessed them and would continue to bless them as long as they chose to serve and obey Him.  

THIS SPEECH IS FAMILIAR: The words that this great leader is saying sounds much like the speech that Moses said to the people in (Deut 1-11). God is 

committing to Israel all of the things that He will and can do in their lives, but then He makes them agree to follow His standard. This is called a Covenant. 

THINK ABOUT IT: Everyone that was there in Joshua 23 is there in this chapter, but the whole nation is gathered as well. The war was over, the land was 

given out, and the people were going to inherit their portions. Joshua was going to his inheritance, Caleb to his, and this was the icing on the cake. Before 

this great leader of Israel went home to hang up his hat he had one last speech…Renew your covenant and commit yourselves to serve God willingly!  

IMAGINE: Everyone is there at Shechem instead of Shiloh before the Ark of the Lord. Hundreds of years after God promised Abraham the land in this 

very place God is fulfilling that promise to the ancestors of Abraham. God is renewing His covenant with Israel. 

NOTICE: God speaks of all the things that had happened in the history of the Israelites (v.1-4), but then changes the grammar from second person to first 

person. God points out the sins of their fathers “they served other gods…” (v.2) Then God speaks of the patriarchs and what He did with them (v.3-4). Then 

God makes the shift to the present in verse five “I brought you out.” Then He continues to make the transition from their fathers to them mentioning both in 

the same verse (v.6). Then God switches to the people without there mentioning their fathers or the sins of their fathers. (v.7-13).  

God was letting them know that He would not focus on their past, on what their fathers did, but He would only focus on them as individuals! That today 

would be a day to renew a covenant with the people and start over fresh. 

A CHOICE TO MAKE: Joshua gives the people a choice to make. Joshua gives them all a chance to choose God over everything else and to live their lives 

different than their fathers did. Joshua is calling the people to renew their covenant with God (See v.14-15). 

THE DRAWING UP OF THE COVENANT: (v.25) Joshua drew up the terms of the covenant that day. This was a spiritual contract between man and God. 

An agreement that the people made that day to follow the Lord, serve Him, and refuse to compromise with the godless culture that surrounded them. 

Q: Do you know what this reminds me of?  

A: The commitment the believer  makes when they sign up to follow Jesus! You don ’t not come to Jesus like a flu shot. When you come to Jesus you 

enlist in the army of the Lord (2 Tim 2:4). You make an agreement to sacrifice everything for Him (Rom12:1-2). You make a commitment not to compro-

mise your relationship with Him for friendship of the world (James 4:4). 

Point # 1 A Proper Response to Grace is commitment: 

NOTICE: (v.14) “now therefore” this word therefore means because of. Joshua gets through listing all of the things that God had done for the people and 

then makes the statement now therefore  SERVE THE LORD!  

Q: What was Joshua talking about when he said therefore?  

A: Joshua was mentioning all of the good that God had done for  the people that they didn ’t deserve. Joshua went through a list of God’s grace; of the 

favor of God they could not earn. 

(v.2-3) God called them out from a pagan culture and revealed Himself to their people. 

(v.3-8) God delivered them from the land of Egypt and the powerful army of Pharaoh.  

(v.11-13) God fought for them in the very land they were standing in and defeated their enemies. God was ahead of them every time they marched, 

every hill climbed, and every battle that they fought it was God who gave them the victory! 

Q: How could they not respond to serve Him??? How could they not respond with a commitment to honor , and fear  God?  

A: This is a proper  r esponse to God’s grace!  

THINK ABOUT IT: It is not much different today in this room! There are many here including myself that have been called out from a culture of wicked-

ness! Who have been delivered from the hands of the evil one, who have victories that have been one only because of God fighting for us!  

YOU SAY: “I don’t know about committing my whole life! You’re getting a little carried away!” 

I SAY: “Take a look around this room! Are you kidding me?” 

God fights for me, God has given me favor, God has showed up and showed out in my life, and my response tonight is to make a commitment to Him out 

of all the grace He has given me! 

SOME SAY:  “What has He done for me?” 

I SAY: “What about the cross?” “What about the humility Jesus endured for us?” “What about eternity?”  

Q: Do you want to make a difference for  eternity? Do you want to see and do things that will last forever?  

A: The proper  response to grace is commitment to God! 

Point # 2 The people had to make a choice to commit. 

Each individual had to make a personal choice.(v.15)  This was a day when the people would have to make a choice, each person for themselves. This is not 

something that someone else can do for you, you must make the choice for yourself. There were only two choices to make.(v.15) Joshua didn’t give the 

people three choices or four choices, but two choices, and today it is the same as it was back then. You must choose who you are going to serve, friend. 

There is no middle ground and you cannot sit between two chairs. 



IMAGINE: Joshua gives this speech and the people are looking at each other in awe. Joshua grabs his family, and heads to the front of the pack. He is a 

man’s man, he is not going to let anyone else decide for his family, he knows it is up to him. He makes the declaration (see v.15). 

Q: Do you see what Joshua shows us here?  

A: That as a man your  decisions do not just effect you! The way you live your  life, the choices you make, and the God you serve affects your  fami-

ly! 

THINK ABOUT IT: We have a room full of men tonight, and for many of you men there is a family represented. You are responsible for your family 

men, I am responsible for my family, and I promise to you tonight I am not going to let anyone decide the fate of my family for me, and you shouldn’t 

either.  

NOTICE: The urgency in the language. Chose for yourself this day whom you are going to serve! Joshua was saying that you cannot wait any longer…

this is urgent…right now…make the choice today! 

Q: Do you know what I see time and time again inside these wall?  

A: Men and women who still have not made the choice. You are not committed to God, but you serve many gods. Jesus is just your  h ail-marry in 

the 4th quarter when the clocks running out. See this is urgent for you that you nail this down today, that you wait no longer to choose, that right now to-

night you do not leave this place without getting things right with God. 

Q: Do you know what we need today?  

A: Men like Joshua who will choose God no matter  what everyone else is doing!  

THINK ABOUT IT: Joshua wasn’t going to let anyone decide for him who he was loyal to, Joshua didn’t wait for the majority to decide, Joshua chose the 

Lord! 

You choose for yourself where your worship goes, you choose for yourself where your prayers go, you choose for yourself where your service goes, BUT 

AS FOR ME AND MY HOUSE WE SHALL SERVE THE LORD! 

Point # 3 Those who are committed are completely committed. 

Q: Do you know what I see today in the church, the culture and even in this ministry?  

A: A generation of Chr istians who do not take God ser iously. 

Joshua mentions the idols that their fathers served in the past, but he also mentions idolatry in their lives. (See v.14) “fear the Lord, serve Him in sincerity 

and truth…” He mentions that they need to “put away the gods that their fathers served on the other side of the river, and in Egypt.” Then he says in a 

strong statement “serve the Lord.”  

THINK ABOUT IT: These folks were not completely committed to God, and Joshua knew it! That is why he stepped away from them, and told them to 

choose that day who they would serve. That is why Joshua mentioned others gods, and that they should put them away!  

SINCERITY: Joshua mentions sincerity and truth with service. The word sincerity is special; it pictures something being complete and whole. This word 

is used to describe a whole 24-hour day, or a whole year cycle. It is used to describe something being healthy or sound. This word is used 40 times in the 

Bible to describe a whole burnt offering.  

Q: Do you know what the problem was here?  

A: These people were not sincere. They were not completely committed. Joshua knew these people, and they were saying one thing with their  lips, 

but they were saying another thing with their lives!   

(v.16) the people say “far be it from us to serve others gods and forsake the Lord…” then Joshua makes a statement that is serious as terminal cancer. 

(v.19-20) “you cannot serve the Lord He is Holy, Jealous and will not forgive your sins…if you forsake Him He will harm you, and consume you after He 

has done you good.” 

GOD’S UNFORGIVENESS: Joshua was showing the people the seriousness of sin, and that if you die in your sins you will not be forgiven. God didn’t 

judge the people because they worshiped idols, God judged the people because they didn’t worship Him! 

NOTICE: This all goes back to the choice that Joshua gave the people “choose this day whom you will serve.” They are making a commitment to the 

Mosaic covenant to keep the commandments.  

YOU SAY: “Preacher, does that mean I can lose my salvation?” 

I SAY: “No! You are under the New Covenant, and you have been justified in Christ. But know this: those who have been justified will not forsake the 

Lord due to the Holy Spirit living inside of you! Some of you need to quit forsaking Him and choose today whom you will serve!” 

THEY RENEWED THE COVENANT: 

Joshua warned them that if they were not committed they would be in danger. He warned them of what they were getting themselves into. That God was 

Holy, jealous, and would harm them if they broke their commitment to Him. They agreed to keep the covenant.  

Joshua seals the covenant by recording it in the book of law (v.26), and then setting up a stone for them to remember their commitment.  

TODAY: We are justified by faith in Christ, and He has given us a New Covenant through the cross. The Bible teaches us that Christ fulfilled the law 

making a way were there was no way! But that doesn’t change the character of God! God is still jealous for His bride, God is still Holy, God hates idola-

try, and He is still punishing the wicked for their rejection of Him.  

MOMENTS TO REMEMBER: 

The Bible is clear that God does not want His people to forget those moments of commitment to Him. All throughout Joshua they set up memorials so 

they do not forget those moments with God, and those commitments that they made to Him. 

The Jordan river (4:9, 20-24). The valley of Achor when one sin cost them defeat (7:26). At Ai when they won the victory (8:29). They committed to 

unity and fellowship (22:10, 28). Then last of all in Joshua there is the stones of witness that the people agreed to keep the covenant (24:26-28).  

One of the most memorable moments in my life was the day I married my bride. Our wedding was a wedding to honor God, it was a day of commitment, 
it was a day to express our loyalty, and faithfulness to each other. We said our vows, we had many witnesses to hear us and hold us accountable, and then 

we exchanged rings. This ring is a sign of that commitment, when I feel it on my hand I am reminded of the one I love, my marriage com-

mitment until death do us part, THIS RING IS A SIGN OF THE COVENANT OF MARRIAGE. I expect my wife to be committed to me 
24 hours a day, 7 days a week, and she expects the same from me.   
Q: Do you see the connection?   A: God expects the same from us.! 


