
THE DEWEY 

“Now the Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

TESTIMONY OF THE 

MONTH: 
 NOAH CHAVEZ 

 

Each month, this newsletter features the testimony of someone who has 

been radically changed and transformed by Jesus Christ through Freeway 

Ministries.  Here  is Noah’s story: 

     My name is Noah Chavez, and I want to share with  a couple things 

with you. First, I want to tell you what my life was like before I came to 

know Jesus. Secondly, I want to tell you about what God has done for me 

and what he is doing in my life now.   

   I was raised in a small town in southern Missouri and have 9 brothers 

and sisters who I love very much. And We were all homeschooled by my 

wonderful mother until I moved to Springfield. I was lucky enough to be 

raised up by Godly parents and in church my whole life.  But just like 

John says, “so what if you were in church your whole life...so was the car-

pet.” I thought I was saved. I thought just because I was raised by Chris-

tian parents and was “a pretty good guy”, that meant I was saved.  
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I had not placed my entire faith in Jesus. I love how Proverbs 3:5-6 puts it – “Trust in the LORD with all thine heart; and lean 

not unto thine own understanding.” Before I knew it I was hanging out with the wrong people, rebelling at home, running 

from God, doing what I thought was best, living for myself, and out there in sin. I was living for the worldly pleasures in a 

sense. I thought I was cool because I got to travel where I wanted, had all the cars, money and power I could of asked for. I 

was living in lust and for the wrong things. Honestly though, just like Solomon said, all that stuff is not going to satisfy you. 

Just like any teenager, or young adult, I thought I had it all figured out. When in reality I now know I was living blinded to 

what is truly important in life.  

     Just when I thought I was on top of the world, God lumped me on the head, convicted me in my heart, and revealed the 

true meaning of what life should be about. I was in trouble with the law before I knew it. I was angry and resentful for a long 

time at the kid who turned me in and the police before I finally realized that it was my faults that got me in trouble in the first 

place. I understand a lot of you probably are still holding a grudge against whoever turned you in, or the police. But the bible 

says, How are we expecting to be forgiven, if we can not ourselves forgive? I probably would not be alive today if it was not 

for the legal troubles. Even after this, it took me a good while to completely surrender to what God was revealing to me. I 

struggled with it. My pride would swell up a lot.  Pride is a serious issue with a lot of people, myself included. I always used 

to be worried about what people would think if I went down to the altar. The bible says God resists the proud, but gives grace 

to the Humble. I had started attending church again. I knew what the truth was, but I was still resistant and doing it half way 

committed.. I was still surrounding myself with ungodly people. My mouth was still filthy. I was not reading the bible like I 

should have been. I thought I was so much better because I was not as bad as I was. I was straddling the fence. I feared God, 

but I was not letting go of all the old things. We may struggle with certain habits, such as drugs and it may be a process to 

correct these things, but in my opinion you are not on a true walk with God if you are still living your life in your old ways of 

sin. I used to try and justify my sin when I first started getting closer to God. 2 Corinthians 5:17 says: 

     17 ”Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all  

             things are new.”  

     We all have our struggles, but we can overcome these by the grace of God. I continued to struggle with my addiction and 

my walk with God until an elder that was giving me advice told me to “get on your knees every night, and pray for God to 

relieve you of your struggles”. I finally came to a point in my life that I was broken, and reached out for God. And guess 

what? He rescued me like the wonderful savior he is! After I finally committed my whole heart to God, he started working 

wonders in my life. I want to tell you guys that trusting Jesus, was the single best thing I have ever done in my life. Like I 

mentioned before, God convicted me. He saved me. and has now restored so many aspects of my life. I now can truly say I 

have healthy relationships with my family, and good Christian friends I can rely on. I am a full time college student, and 

work full time at a tax and accounting firm. I am actually on time now, which if you ask my family, and friends is a miracle 

in itself. ;) He used my struggles with addiction and sin to build me up into the person I am today so that I can better serve 

him.  

     I FINALLY realize now why we are on this earth. It is to love and serve him. All throughout the bible it talks about this. 

One verse I like is 1 Corinthians 15:58 – “Therefore, my beloved brethren, be ye steadfast, unmovable, always abounding in 

the work of the Lord, forasmuch as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.” I now am a part of a local church, 

where I serve as a leader in my bible fellowship class. That is such a blessing. You cannot put a price on being a part of the 

body of Christ. You can say that to if you have placed your entire faith in Jesus. Ephesians 2:8-10. “ For by grace you have 

been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God.” That is the truth ladies and gentlemen. He is a mer-

ciful great God, and we cannot do anything ourselves besides putting our faith in God 100% to be saved. He has completely 

reconfigured my life, and is continuing to sanctify me every day. Do not get me wrong, I still sin. But when I do, I realize it 

and I repent.  If we do not have our eyes completely fixed on God, and stay in the Word, we have a good chance of falling 

into one of those cycles. It took me awhile to realize this as well. Temptation is everywhere. Satan would love to get ahold of 

one of us. Isaiah 59: 14-15 “those who turned away from evil marked themselves as prey in the eyes of the wicked who 

would hunt and strike them down.” We need to be prayed up, read up so we can fight Satan off just like Jesus did when Satan 

was trying to tempt Him. I can tell a night and day difference in my life whenever I am reading the bible every day and mak-

ing sure I have prayer time. We are all just one bad decision away from falling. It does not matter if you have been sober for 

30 years or a Christian for 30 years. You had better stay in the word of God. I now willing choose to be in the word of God 

daily, and am over a year sober.  

     In conclusion, I am so humbled blessed and thankful to be a child of God. I am surrounded by good Godly men and wom-

en who love me and pour knowledge into me daily. This is a big thing, I do not care how “strong” you think you are. You are 

not truly strong without God.  Get on your knees and cry out to God. He will take you just as you are if in your heart you tru-

ly believe in him. Romans 10: 9-10: 

       ” 9 If you declare with your mouth, “Jesus is Lord,” and believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead,  

        You will be saved. 10 For it is with your heart that you believe and are justified, and it is with your mouth that you  

        profess your faith and are saved.”  

Ask him to search your heart, and I promise you, He will! 



Hidden Sin (2 Samuel 11): 
 This is one of the saddest scenes in the whole entire Bible. A Man who is living for the Lord, a man who has God’s 

hand on him, a man who has everything that a person could ask for and suddenly BAM! OUT OF NOWHERE HE 

DOES SOMETHING NO ONE SEES COMING AND FALLS! 

Q: Why do you think that we have this scene played out in Scripture for us? 

A: There are many reasons, but one of them is to show us that anyone can fall, anytime, and anyplace if we get slop-

py in our walk with God! 

THE SCENE: The scene is played out for us here in Scripture but there are very little words. David says very little. 

Bathsheba says two words “I am pregnant…” and Uriah the victim of the scene speaks the most. David who was a 

man that had God’s blessing on his life, becomes a real scum-bag in a moment.  

Q: What happened to this man of God? 

Q: How in the world could someone go from a man after God’s own heart to someone who is committing a sin that 

is deserving of the death penalty? 

THINK ABOUT IT: Not too long before this scene David was looking for someone to show covenant faithfulness. He was not looking to harm 

anyone, but looking to show kindness. Then one day he woke up and decided to commit murder, and adultery!  

DAVID CHANGES: There is no telling what happened to David, but he changed! Study his life, and see for yourself. The David of (2 Sam 9:1

-3), and the David of (2 Sam 11:1-5) are not the same person. 

THINK ABOUT IT: Here in the Scripture we see a man who is the same physically, but not Spiritually! This man has been changed! God 

Himself said “David is a man after My heart.” To “David displeased the Lord.”  

Q: What makes a man like David change? 

Q: Do you think that David knew the bathhouse was there? 

A: Bath houses just don’t go up over night! David in my opinion was where he shouldn’t have been! David looked one too many times and lost 

control of himself!  

LUST WON OVER DAVID: No man or woman is strong enough to win the battle over lust! That is why we must maintain a commitment not 

to place ourselves in those types of situations!  

JOSEPH: Who remembers Joseph? Joseph was a man of God who according to God’s Word walked close to the Lord! God used Joseph in a 

mighty way, and there is not much written to show fault in Josephs character! Joseph was placed in a position where there was a woman trying 

to get him to commit adultery!  

Q: Do you know what Joseph did? 

A: He sure didn’t say “I am strong enough to handle this! I can do it my way, and resist the temptation!” No! He ran like he stole something!  

Paul warns us (1 Cor 6:18) “FLEE from sexual immorality…”  

Peter warns that we are “to wage a war (1 Pet 2:11) against lustful desires”, because those desires are waging war against us!  

Q: Do you know why many continue to fail repeatedly? 

A: Because they won’t listen, and continue to put themselves in those same situations expecting something different to happen this time! 

QUOTE:  “Never be surprised at what your capable of.” - Dale Davis 

Point # 1 You cannot control sin. 

David was a man gifted with the ability to lead and leaders like to control situations. Notice that David was alone when the men were out to 

war (v.1). The Scripture shows us (v.2)“then it happened…” David went for an evening walk on the roof of the house and got to looking where 

he shouldn’t have been looking (v.2) = “from there he saw a woman bathing and she was beautiful to behold…”  

Q: Do you think that David knew the bathhouse was there? 

A: Bath houses just don’t go up over night! David in my opinion was where he shouldn’t have been! David looked one too many times and lost 

control of himself!  

LUST WON OVER DAVID: No man or woman is strong enough to win the battle over lust! That is why we must maintain a commitment not 

to place ourselves in those types of situations!  

JOSEPH: Who remembers Joseph? Joseph was a man of God who according to God’s Word walked close to the Lord! God used Joseph in a 

mighty way, and there is not much written to show fault in Josephs character! Joseph was placed in a position where there was a woman trying 

to get him to commit adultery!  

Q: Do you know what Joseph did? 

A: He sure didn’t say “I am strong enough to handle this! I can do it my way, and resist the temptation!” No! He ran like he stole something!  

Paul warns us (1 Cor 6:18) “FLEE from sexual immorality…”  

Peter warns that we are “to wage a war (1 Pet 2:11) against lustful desires”, because those desires are waging war against us!  

Q: Do you know why many continue to fail repeatedly? 

A: Because they won’t listen, and continue to put themselves in those same situations expecting something different to happen this time! 

NOTICE HOW DAVID TRIES TO CONTROL HIS SIN: 

(v.4) “David sent, he took, he lays with her.” (v.5) “he sent her home.”  All of this seems like he is in full control of the situation.  

David loses control when Bathsheba utters these words (v.5) “I am pregnant.”  

David tries again to gain control of his sinful situation. David sends for Uriah the husband pretends to be interested in the battle, gives Uriah a 

gift pretending to care for him, and sends him home thinking he will go and sleep with his wife (v.6-8). 

David loses control again when Uriah cannot be controlled, and refuses to go home (v.9). 

David tries again to take control and gets him drunk (12-13). David thinks that if he gets him drunk then he will surly go home and sleep with 

his wife. 

David loses control again, and Uriah refuses to go home (v.13). 

David attempts to takes control and sends him to his death (v.13-14). 

Q: Do you know what we never fail to forget in the midst of our disobedience? 

A: The consequence of our sin. David thought he had things under control, but boy was he wrong! 



David’s consequences: 

The guilt he had for the rest of his life. 

The harm it did to those who were in the ripple effect of his choice 

The destruction that came to his family! 

The loss of his testimony from those who respected him. 

I THOUGHT: “What would I say if I could talk with David?” I would say “David you are about to do something that you can never undo! You’re 

going to lose your family David! The ripple effect from this thing that you are getting in will have eternal consequences! Think of your fami-

ly…thank of your testimony David!” 

Q: David are you listening?  

A: There are some that need to hear  those words! Think of your  testimony…think of your  family David…Some of you are about to get  

into something you think you have control over and the ripple effect is going to cause devastation you cannot imagine! 

Point # 2 You cannot hide from God: 

LET ME GIVE YOU A SCENE: There is a military funeral. There is a large group gathered at the service. The families are there, the 

high-ranking officers are there, and the immediate family has gathered to morn. There is a sincere condolence given by the most well respected 

officials. Maybe even medals given for the honor of these brave men that lost their lives in this tragic event. David is the king, and he gives a 

great speech in the honor of these brave men who died under his leadership. David has put on a great show, and thinks he has gotten away this. 

Uriah’s wife is pregnant with his child, and life goes on without missing a beat, but notice the verse (v.27) “…but this thing that David had done 

displeased the Lord.” 

YOU CANNOT HIDE YOUR SIN:  David was acting as if everything was fine, pretending as if he was living a godly life, and many peo-

ple knew about him living in sin! David’s servants knew, Bathsheba probably told some people, and then Joab the commander of the army…

Most importantly the Lord knew! Nothing is hidden from the Lord!   

TRUE STORY: Years ago I had a young gir l get saved and she was on fire for  the Lord. She kept visiting with her  coworker  about com-

ing to Freeway. She would share how much this friend needed to trust in Jesus. She began a personal relationship with the girl next to her cubical. 

This girl confessed that she had met a married man through a dating sight. The man was divorcing his wife, and interested in meeting up with this 

girl. He was pressuring her to meet him at night in the park to do things I won’t speak of. Then he was sending inappropriate pictures of himself 

to her. One day the girl in the cubicle showed his picture to the new believer and it was one of my discipleship house leaders. This man was also a 

ministry leader. I took him out for coffee and called him by the fake name that he was using on this site.  

Q: How do you think he felt when I sat him down?  

A: I invested years in him. He was humiliated, and embarrassed! 

Q: What are the odds of that happening?  

TONIGHT: I believe that there are many in this place that are ate up with hidden sin! Unconfessed things that have hindered your  walk 

with God! You may be saved, but your joy is gone all together! The Devil is using those things against you because you have not gotten them off 

your chest!  

SOMETHING TO THINK ABOUT:  The Lord gave David at least 9 months to repent, and confess this sin before the Lord exposed him. 

For 9 months David put on a great show, but inside he was a wreck! He couldn’t hear from God, he felt separated from God’s presence, David 

had no joy, and all he had to do was repent (Read Psalms 51 for yourself). 

ILLUSTRATION: What would happen if my 9-year-old son decided to jump out of the car in the middle of a busy intersection and run down the 

road? What would happen if he turned 18, graduated, and decided to start committing crime, and living contrary to the rules of our home?  Re-

gardless of the answer you give to these questions, nothing a son can do should change his relationship to you! My son will always be my son, but 

those things mentioned drastically change the fellowship we have together! If he runs out of the car, he is breaking our fellowship! If he started 

living like a criminal, and breaking our rules he would break our fellowship. Our relationship would be a father and a son.  

Q: Do you know what many in here are struggling with?  

A: Broken fellowship! Your  unconfessed sin has come between you and your  father  in heaven! You relationship is the same, but you r  

fellowship has been broken! 

ESV |  Ps 90:8 You have set our iniquities before you, our secret sins in the light of your presence. 

ESV |  Is 59:1 Behold, the LORD’s hand is not shortened, that it cannot save, or his ear dull, that it cannot hear;  2 but your iniquities have 

made a separation between you and your God, and your sins have hidden his face from you so that he does not hear. 

Point # 3 Repent from your sin sooner than later: 

Q: Do you think David thought he got away with this?  

A: I tr ied to figure this thing out! David may have thought he was pr ivileged due to his position as a king! David may have thou ght God 

was going to look past what He did because of how much good he had done in the past! 

I THINK: God was giving him time to repent, and confess his sin to God. God was silent for  nine months minimum and then sent a 

prophet to confront David! God gave David time to come clean and humble himself before God humbled him. Bathsheba was pregnant and had 

the baby before God came calling on David! 

YOU SAY: “What does that have to do with me, preacher man?” 

I SAY: “Because some of you listening to the sound of my voice are hiding your secret sin right now thinking you got away with something, but 

your wrong! You think just because it has passed that it’s over, but its not! You need to confess that sin to the Lord, and turn from it in sincere 

repentance.” 

NIV |  Ps 11:4 The LORD is in his holy temple; the LORD is on his heavenly throne. He observes everyone on earth; his eyes examine them. 

QUOTE: “Just because God is silent does not mean He is sightless.”  -Dale David 

ILLUSTRATION: In the sixteenth century, the duke of Spain was sent out to slaughter the protestants of Holland. The Catholic church was on 

the march attempting to stamp out those who wouldn’t conform to their religion. The army went through Rotterdam from house to house slaugh-

tering men, women, and children. There was a family in a house gathered together waiting to die! They could hear the screams, they could hear 

doors being kicked in by the army…Hearts pounding, and folks terrified for their lives! Then a boy had an idea! He took a goat in the house, 

killed it, and swept its blood under the doorway out into the street. When the soldiers came to the home, they saw the blood flowing from under 

the door, and assumed the judgment had taken place in that house already! 


