
THE DEWEY 

“Now the Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

TESTIMONY OF THE 

MONTH: 

 ZACHARY RICHARD 
 

Each month, this newsletter features the testimony of someone 

who has been radically changed and transformed by Jesus Christ 

through Freeway Ministries.  Here is Zach’s story: 

     I was born in Lafayette, Louisiana on July 3rd, 1985, the 

youngest of 3 kids. The day my mom showed me to my brother 

and sister for the first time my brother smacked me in the face. 

My dad was very abusive mentally and physically. Most of my 

memories of the time before my mom kicked him out are sup-

pressed, but the ones I do have are very graphic and violent. I 

was picked on and beat up a lot as a kid, until I started fighting 

back and winning. (cont’d  on reverse side) 
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(cont’d from p. 1) This put a chip on my shoulder and I made it a point to fight anyone and everyone I could to make a 

name for myself. At one point, I got into a fight with six cops in front of my school. I spent some time in juvie and 

when I got out, I was the kid that none of the other kids were allowed to play with. I wanted to make a name for myself 

and now I had one. I started smoking pot at age nine and meth at 11 or 12. Now that I couldn’t hang out with kids my 

own age, I hung out with older ones. I was soon selling drugs as well as using them.  I didn’t think I had a problem 

with drugs because I was still going to school and playing sports; varsity football, varsity wrestling and track. I wasn’t 

just playing, I was good- good enough that I went to State Finals. 

     After I got out of school, things began escalating very quickly; I was pushing big weight, still using drugs and steal-

ing (robberies and B &E’s). I had a good job making good money. I just did this because I could and because I thought 

no one could stop me.  Life went on like this for years, things were getting worse and worse. Robberies and B & E’s 

turned into home invasions and robbing drug dealers. I went from street fighting and beating people so hard that they 

ended up in the hospital, to shooting and stabbing people because I was so out of my mind.  I went to jail several times 

for fights and served small time. One fight cost me $10,000.00 and a month in jail.  I thought nothing could stop me, 

but boy was I wrong! I was being charged with 3 counts of Armed Robbery and 3 counts of Armed Criminal Action. I 

was looking at 3 class A felonies for the Armed Robberies carrying 30 years apiece and 3 Unclassified felonies for the 

ACA. Best-case scenario if I pled out- 12.5 years flat time. 

     I started going to church in jail.  A few months in, I begged God’s forgiveness and it was as if a weight was lifted 

from my shoulders! I didn’t really care anymore what was going to happen to me. After $18,000.00 and 10 ½ months, 

I was free. I was doing well at my job and staying clean. Then it happened. Boom… I got into a relationship and was 

using again within a few weeks. I justified it – I was just using, not selling and not hurting anyone. This went on for a 

while, and then another crossroad came. The ATF showed up at my workplace questioning me about a murder. My 

neighbor was severely beaten with broken bones, all his guns were stolen and his house had been burned down with 

him in it. Due to my extensive violent background and criminal history, I was a prime suspect. Needless to say, I lost 

my job. 

     A little while later, something amazing happened- my girlfriend got pregnant! I remember I was on the roof of an 

apartment building when she called and told me and I almost fell off the roof, I was so excited! I told myself it was 

time to clean up; I was going to be a father. I still used, but not as much. I would quit when the baby arrived. At dawn 

on August 29, 2012 I delivered by precious baby girl Alyssa in my bathroom before the ambulance got there. She 

changed my life forever. I slipped and relapsed once on September 5, 2012 and woke up surrounded by cops and got 

four more Assaults on a Police Officer. I remember this overwhelming feeling (which I know now was conviction 

from the Holy Spirit) that God was telling me, “No more, my son. Be still and listen”. I was clean for 1 year and 8 

months but still felt empty, like something was missing. Then my brother invited me to church and Freeway with him. 

The first few times I didn’t like it and told him it wasn’t for me, but for some reason I still went. God got ahold of me 

and I rededicated my life to him. I was all in this time. 

     Since then He has changed my life and opened 

so many doors for me. I now have an amazing wife 

and have a gained a son through our marriage. We 

also have a brand new baby girl! God has given me 

the job I have been praying for, so my wife is able 

to stay home with our children. I teach Freeway 

kids twice a month and serve in AWANA at Cross-

way Baptist Church every Sunday. I am an usher 

and  a teacher/leader in the Freeway Bible Fellow-

ship class at Crossway.  I won’t tell you it has been 

an easy road; the Christian life is hard sometimes, 

but this peace and joy that comes from Christ is 

something I have never had before. Now when I 

face storms and struggles in my life, I am never 

alone! 



2 Samuel 15:13-23, 30-31 

A wounded Leader 
 

David was a leader like all leaders who had flaws and made mistakes. What David did was more than a mistake it 

was horrible sin. David was now suffering the consequences for that. He was being ran-out of his kingdom, and 

turned-on by the very people he had been shepherding for years. David never seen this coming, and all of a sud-

den within a few seconds his whole world is going to change. After this day David, will never be the same again.  

THE WOUNDED LEADER: There are many that have been wounded in the Bible. 

Moses was a wounded leader! Many times, the very people that Moses led turned on him, and would have killed 

him if the Lord didn’t intervene.  

Joshua was a wounded leader. He tried hard to get the people to trust the Lord and enter the promise land, but they 

would not listen to him and Caleb. Instead they rejected God’s promise and wondered for 40 years in the wilder-

ness wondering what if we would have listened to the Lord.  

Some of you have been wounded in your leadership! Those who you led would not believe in you, or maybe they talked behind your back! 

How many have laid your life down for those who you lead, and have them stab a knife deep into your back and now you are wounded. 

Q: Have you been wounded? Are you hear tonight limping spiritually due to being hurt by those who have turned their backs on you? 

IMAGINE: David is sitting at home with his family and all of a sudden, he hears someone running down the driveway. It is a messenger. 

This messenger is out of breath, and afraid. We do not know the name of this person, but this person saved David’s life. The messenger says 

“The hearts of Israel is with Absalom.” David gathers his loyal followers, David gathers his family, David goes to every house concerned 

about those that would be in danger due to their unwavering loyalty to him.  

THE SITUATION: Absalom has deceived the majority of the nation into following him. David had no clue that he was in a competition, but 

Absalom was competing for the kingdom. As far as the Lord seen things David was the only king. David is now on the run for his life, and 

deeply hurt. He has the wound of being betrayed, turned on, and stabbed in the back. The wound of a broken heart cannot be healed with 

medicine. 

THINK ABOUT IT: David climbs, and crosses the brook of Kidron heading up the Mount of Olives. His head is covered, he has no clue 

where he is going to lay his head, he is in fear that he may never be able to go home again, and he begins to weep. He looks back at his for-

mer kingdom as he climbs the Mount of Olives and is crushed. Memories come rushing back into his heart. They say the best view of Jeru-

salem is from the Mount of Olives, and as David looks over the city he is broken, and he is wounded. 

BIG QUESTION: What can we learn from this section of Scripture? What significance does it have for the New Testament believer today? 

TONIGHT:  Are you in a valley? Maybe you have been betrayed, maybe those whom you loved have turned their backs on you! 

Point # 1: We should have a correct view of suffering: 

THINK ABOUT IT:  It doesn’t matter who you are, where you are from, and even as a believer you will go through dark times! Everyone in 

this room will suffer, everyone here will have a knife stabbed into their back, we will have heartache and be hurt by those who we thought 

loved us!  

THE REASONS: David had this happen to him as a result of sin and wickedness, but that is not always the case.  

JESUS AND DAVID: Jesus and David walked the same steps up the Mount of Olives. Both persecuted by their own people, both the right-

ful kings rejected by the people who should have followed them, and they both had faithful followers! 

YOU SAY: “What does that have to do with me?” 

I SAY: “Because just like David, and Jesus walked those steps you and I will also follow at one point or another in our lives! We need to 

know how to handle the familiar steps of suffering.” 

HAVE A CORRECT THEOLOGY IN THE HARD TIMES?  David submitted fully to the Lord regardless of the outcome! 

Q: Do you see the beauty in David’s attitude? PICTURE IT: Here is David with all the priest, and the most Holy piece of furniture in the 

tabernacle where the sacrifices are made, and he sends them back to Jerusalem with this statement  (v.24-26)“If I find favor with the Lord 

He will bring me back, but if not let Him do what seems right to Him…” 

Q: Do you know what David was saying? A: I am totally dependent on the Lord, not a priest, not a piece of furniture that represents Him, 

but a true and living God who is with me in the darkness and in the light!  

BIG QUESTION: Do you have a correct theology of God in the hard times friend? 

A: Your favor from God doesn’t come from some wooden cross, or your Jesus saves T-shirt. Your favor from God doesn’t come to you 

because of your church membership, or that Bible you keep as a decoration in your living room. Your favor from God comes only by a real 

and living personal relationship with Him through Jesus Christ! Knowing who God is through His Word tells me I will suffer as a Christian 

and that it is expected! I am not caught in this idea that God is mad at me because I am suffering! Suffering is a part of being a Christian! 

Point # 2: A wounded leader is still a leader. 

NOTICE: As soon as David finds out that his son has stolen the hearts of the people, and has set his own little kingdom up he starts com-

plaining and feeling sorry for himself! That didn’t happen, but David moved immediately into action. David began to gather his followers 

together and send them out one by one.  

COUNTING THE SHEEP: A shepherd has a staff with a crook in it to pull his sheep out when they are stuck, but the staff of a shepherd is 

also used to examine the sheep. The shepherd would have each one pass under the staff and he would count them. As each one passed under 

the crook the shepherd would examine the sheep and make sure that they were healthy and counted for.   

Q: What do you think ran through David’s mind as he left Jerusalem with nowhere to go? 

IMAGINE: David is watching those he loves head up the mountain and counting them like a shepherd does his sheep. He is remembering 

those times when his kingdom was behind him, but things have changed now! Remembering when the women made up songs about his vic-

tories, but many years have passed and that support that was once there is gone now. 

DAVID PUT HIS PEOPLE FIRST EVEN THOUGH HE WAS WOUNDED: (v.17) David stopped at the outskirts…. 

Q: Do you know why that verse is there? 



The brook. 

LISTEN: If you are in leadership or expect to be in leadership, you must get over yourself!  

THE LIST OF IMPORTANCE FOR A GODLY LEADER: David gives us a great example of priority when it comes to leadership.  

A.) God before anything and everything else: We must seek the Lord above all things first, and in doing that we will have a stronger relation-

ship with everyone else that is in our life.  

B.) Family (v.16). David made sure that his household was taken care of. I am here to tell you tonight that the most important person in this 

world is my wife! My wife comes first, and then my children! This is the Biblical model for leadership!  

Those who follow your leadership: Remember that David checked on all of his faithful followers. Those who he led he was concerned about. 

C.) David went from house to house and made sure that everyone was safe. Then he watched as each one crossed the brook.  

D.) David placed himself last: You may be shocked at this, but if you desire to be a godly leader you must place yourself last. Other people are 

before you! Your last on the list of importance! 

LISTEN: If you want to make an impact on the world,  never stop putting other people first!  

YOU SAY: “Preacher, I am leading this ministry and I am wounded! I have been taken advantage of, I have been betrayed, and I feel used!” 

I SAY: “Look at the example you have to follow Biblically. Jesus was wounded for you, He was taken advantage of, He was betrayed by men, 

and used as your sacrifice for sin!” Cry, mourn, hurt, weep, be used, be taken advantage of, but remember when this happens that you are fol-

lowing in the footsteps of Jesus Christ Himself!  

It is not a question of if you will be wounded, but when you will be wounded. Keep leading your people and continue to put them first!” 

QUOTE: “I have now to ask whether you can consent to part with your daughter early next spring, to see her no more in this world; whether 

you can consent to her departure to a heathen land, and her subjection to the hardships and sufferings of a missionary life; whether you can 

consent to her exposure to the dangers of the ocean, to the fatal influence of the southern climate of India, to every kind of want and distress, 

to degradation, insult, persecution, and perhaps a violent death. Can you consent to all this, for the sake of Him who left His heavenly home 

and died for her and for you, for the sake of perishing, immortal souls, for the sake of Zion and the glory of God? Can you consent to all this, 

in hope of soon meeting your daughter in the world of glory, with a crown of righteousness brightened by the acclamations of praise which 

shall redound to her Savior from heathens saved, through her means, from eternal woe and despair?” 

Q: Have you prayed for God to use you?  A: Then do not complain about being used. 

Point # 3 God uses committed people to help you when you’re wounded: 

Q: Can you identify with David?  A: Those who you expect to watch your back, be there for you, and assist you end up jumping ship! Those 

who are there to help you along the way are those you least expect! 

ITTAI: David has this Gentile who had just joined up with David the day before follow him, and David gives him a chance to turn back (v.19-

22). He was someone who David just met, and the last person that David expected to stick with the program.  

KNOW THIS: Sometimes those we think are going to stick it out don’t and those who we expect not to do! You never know who is going to 

be faithful through thick and thin!  

BIG QUESTION: Aren’t you thankful for people like Ittai? Those who follow you through thick and thin! Those who are faithful regardless 

of who is and who isn’t! 

GOD USES PEOPLE WHEN YOU ARE WOUNDED: God has used people like that all through my ministry! Keith and I had our first 

Christmas together on the corner of Nichols and Fort Street on the north-side of Springfield. I was working at the Hu Hot and was I struggling 

single father. It was just me and him that year. We were sitting at the house and their was a knock on the door. It was Mike Aye and the men’s 

prayer group. They brought us Christmas that year, and as a single father I have never forgotten that! 

David is walking up that mountain and gets the news that not only his son has turned on him, but his best friend, and number one advisor. Da-

vid is floored and begins to pray!  

QUOTE: “Having Ahithiphel as your advisor was like having Michael Jordan on your basketball team.” – Dale David 

GOD USES PEOPLE TO ANSWER PRAYER: David is praying and suddenly God sends David’s answered prayer in the form of an old 

dusty friend named Hushai the Archite. God used Hushai to give bad counsel to Absalom and ruin the good counsel of Ahithophel.  

Our discipleship houses. Three in Springfield owned and purchased buy people who God used to answer prayer. Our farm in Marshfield, and 

the center in Omaha Nebraska God used people to answer prayer. Our screen printing ministry. Our Freeway ministry outreaches that are go-

ing on all over the Midwest tonight. Our South Africa Freeway ministry plant.  

Q: How has God answered your prayer in the middle of your pain? Are you wounded tonight? 

A: God has used people in the process of time to get you into that seat your sitting tonight! God has used people to help you get to where you 

are right now! 

TONIGHT: Many of you are hurting, many are in pain, some you can see it, and others you cannot! Regardless of your situation there is hope 

through Christ Jesus our Lord! 

THE MAN IN THE TOMBS (Mk 5): There was a man who the world gave up on, and was as good as dead to everyone who knew him, or 

heard of him. His friends had given up on him and all night long everyone with shouting distance could hear him crying out in agony all night 

long. He lived were the dead stayed. He was out of control, and untamable by men. He broke the chains, and just when everyone had given up 

on him Jesus showed up!  

TRUE STORY: In prison I was hungry and living off of $5.00 a month. I was seeking the Lord, and made a friend named Rudy. Rudy had 

been in the same cell for almost 12 years, and began to give me commentaries on the Bible. I would devour them. One day Rudy came to my 

cell with some new commentaries, and when I put them away Rudy noticed my locker was empty. He noticed I had nothing. That week Rudy 

called me up to his cell and told me to make him a grocery list of 10.00 worth of stuff that I needed, and I refused. Every day he hounded me 

to make him a list, and finally he said “If you don’t make me a list of 10.00 worth of stuff that you need, I will make you a list of 10.00 worth 

of stuff I think you need.” I made him a list and store day he had me come to his cell and doubled it. Every store day for the next 6-7 months 

Rudy filled that list out and took care of me. 

TONIGHT: I believe there are wounded leaders in this room that need to surrender to God and get back up! I believe that there are some that 

need to remember that suffering is promised to all of us! I also think that there are some in here tonight that are here because God has used 

people to help you and assist you so you can come to know Him personally before it is to late!  


