
THE DEWEY 

“Now the Lord is the 

Spirit, and where the 

Spirit of the Lord is, 

there is freedom.” 

2 Corinthians 3:17 

TESTIMONY OF THE 

MONTH: 

 KEVIN POWELL 
Each month, this newsletter features the testimony of someone 
who has been radically changed and transformed by Jesus Christ 
through Freeway Ministries.  Here is Kevin’s story: 
 
What is LOVE? 
When I think of love I think of Jesus. For God so loved the world, he gave 
his Son for us. If it wasn’t for that, I wouldn’t be where I am today. I was 
born into a family of drugs and chaos. Mom was a heroin addict, dad was a 
coke addict. Had to learn to pretty much take care of myself. My mom was 
there to make sure we had food, but dad wasn’t ever around. Mom would 
take us to church as kids; she knew there was something more than the 
drugs, lies, and relationships she was in. When I was a young child I accept-
ed Jesus Christ at a small church, acknowledging who Jesus was, assuming 
I was saved.  
Philippians 3:12-13; Not that I have already obtained all this, or have al-
ready been made perfect, but I PRESS ON, to take hold of that for which 
Christ Jesus took hold of me. Brothers I do not consider myself yet to 
have taken hold of it, but one thing I do, forgetting for what is behind, 
and straining for what is ahead. 
My parents split when I was 7, and then Mom moved my brother and I to 
Missouri. Mom worked 10 to 12 hour days leaving my brother and I home 
alone, which made us responsible for ourselves. My brother and I did pretty 
much whatever we chose to do. My brother is 5 years older than me, and he 
started smoking weed and drinking alcohol, so I started to as well. I would 
say I was around 10 years old.  I thought it filled my void of not having my 

Freeway Ministries Newsletter   October 2017 



Fast-forward to teenage years: still doing the same things, started to disrespect my mother, my teachers. 

Not caring about anyone but myself. Didn’t care about my grades, my relationship with God, didn’t real-

ly care about anything. Kept smoking and drinking, then started taking pills. I would say I was around 15

-16.  

     Years passed and I was still doing the same old things, now into my mid 20’s. I  met my girlfriend, 

who is now my wife. My problem progressed as I began using intravenously, with Amber not even 

knowing. She was unaware of my addiction from the beginning, she knew I would take a few pills here 

and there, but she didn’t know the extent of the addition. We began to have problems after our second 

child, Jaiden. I moved to Washington away from my family, thinking it would resolve my problems. I 

was going there to fix myself. To get better….but only things got worse. I then got strung out on heroin. I 

was in Washington for 7 months while Amber was at home taking care of two kids and bills all alone.  

 I knew it was time for me to come home, to be with my family again. So as always, Amber accepted me back with open arms. I was home-

less when I got back, living in my car at Walmart parking lot, while Amber was staying with her parents. Still strung out, using heroin. Am-

ber and I worked and saved up enough money to get a house. I had told her I was tired of the lifestyle I was living, and we needed to get to 

church. She had grown up in a strong Christian family but she had also strayed away from the Lord. She was not using drugs, just not living 

the lifestyle she knew she needed to.  

     One morning in November 2013, we got ourselves and our two kiddos ready and went to church. Amber says “I know of a church, we 

should check it out”. I said, “as long as it’s not a BIG Church”. Well, even though the church was HUGE, we are still here today!  

So, then I started going to church. Still using, still lying, still living in Sin. But at least I am at church. We met John Stroup, and he told Am-

ber and I about Freeway. We started attending Freeway as well as Crossway on a regular basis. During this time, while attending, I became a 

Christian. I confessed  my sins and cried out to Jesus. He saved me. But I just hadn’t stopped my addiction yet. Amber and I were engaged at 

the time and we starting marriage counseling with John. During a session, Amber said something about my addiction. See, she knew I was 

taking pills, she just didn’t know HOW I was using, or HOW much I was using. She wanted me to get help. She seen my stash, and had 

called a few friends, and had an Intervention that night. At that moment I didn’t realize this was God helping me get rid of my addiction. 

With some resistance, I went to rehab in April of 2014. I completed the program and got out on Mother’s Day. Felt great. Sobriety was awe-

some. Family was coming together, Marriage right around the corner. Amber and I started to love each other again. Knew what a relationship 

was. At this point I was sober for 100 days, then had a relapse. Amber married me anyway, thinking it was just a one-time thing. Others were 

telling her to leave me, not to marry me, not to get mixed up in the mess, but she did it anyway.  

Philippians 4:8-9; finally brothers whatever is true, whatever is noble, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is 

admirable, if anything is excellent, or praise worthy, think about such things.  

     Back to using I went, married to Amber, and she became pregnant. Lies, after lies, after lies, arguments after arguments, she even talked 

me into going back to rehab in 2015, stayed, completed the program, got out, and used that same exact day. She would be at church helping 

in Awana and I would leave and go get high. She knew, but yet I still lied to her. All this time, we stayed in church. God was really the only 

one who knew. I felt horrible. I felt as if I was nothing. Might as well just keep using, it’s really the only thing that mattered at the time. 

We lost our house. We lost our relationship basically, just going with the flow. We moved in with her parents. NOT FUN! I was still using, 

her dad found out and kicked me out. We were living separate for a month, she kept saying divorce, but I didn’t care. I just kept using. 

Colossians 1:13-14; for he has rescued us from the dominion of darkness and brought us into the kingdom of the Son he loves. In whom 

we have redemption and the forgiveness of sins.  

     So, you’re thinking, “why did she stay?” She prayed and prayed. She would pray my truck would break down…and it did, so I didn’t have 

transportation. We had found a house in Bolivar, and we moved back in together. Things were getting better. I slowed down on using. I 

would use, just not as often. That’s okay, right? NOT! In June, actually right around Amber’s birthday I was starting to feel sick. I was get-

ting weaker and weaker every day. Amber thought I was faking it, or coming down. So, she prayed I would get sick, hit my rock bottom, fall 

down so hard that I wouldn’t be able to use anymore. She wanted me to love myself as much as she loved me. As much as Christ loved me. I 

didn’t see it, I didn’t want to see it. Well I was sick. I went to the ER finally after 5 days of being in bed. Amber came to the ER and there she 

found out I had still been using. I was in the hospital for 5 days. I had gone septic. I had staph in my blood stream, and Dr. insisted I had en-

docarditis, which is an infection in and around my heart, from all the years of IV drug use. Well, the cardiologist says, “there is no infection 

in your heart”. Well, that had to be GOD. I should have died. I should have had that infection in my heart, but I didn’t. I was lying in bed at 

the hospital, when I could hear the most beautiful music. IT was GOD. I laid there for 3 days listening to this most beautiful sound. Finally 

asking Amber, “do you hear that?” She heard nothing…that is when I knew God was talking to me. Amber’s prayers had been answered. I 

was at my bottom. I had fallen, and knew that God was the only one who could get me out of the mess I was in. So I prayed. I thanked HIM 

for allowing me to get to this point. He knew that this is what it was going to take to get my addiction out of my life. Right there in that hos-

pital bed I told the Lord he could have all of me, and I confessed all my wrongs to him and realized then he was Lord.  From the hospital I 

went to a nursing home, yes a nursing home at 31 years old, stayed there for 30 days. Amber, yet again, stays at home with 3 kids, taking care 

of things. God sure did bless me with a wife who NEVER gave up on me!  

Colossians 3:10; and have put on the new self which is being renewed in knowledge in the image of its creator.  

     Today, I am saved. I am a Christian. I am 15 months CLEAN. I am healthy. I am in a relationship with my wife that only God can restore. 

I have a relationship with my children. I have maintained the same job for over a year. I have money in the bank. My bills are paid. My wife 

and I are both driving new vehicles and we just signed to purchase our first home! I am blessed beyond measure. Way more than I deserve, 

but GOD had a plan for me. I know now that I am saved! I now have a personal relationship with God! See, there is a difference between 

knowing who Jesus is, and having a relationship with Jesus. I thank God daily for the life I have today. Yes, it’s still a struggle, I am far from 

perfect, but I am a child of God. I am a father, I am a husband, I am a protector! Glory is to God! 

Philippians 3:21; who by the power that enable him to bring everything under his control will transform out lowly bodies so that they will 

be like his glorious body. Be ONE IN Christ! 

 



1 Kings 3  Chasing after the heart of God 

Solomon whose name means peace is introduced here as the king of Israel. He is just twenty years old and has 

some pretty big shoes to fill. His father David left him with the task of building the temple. He is one of the most 

well-known kings and his name is mentioned all throughout the Bible.  

Solomon wrote the songs of Solomon, and most of the book of Proverbs. Solomon was the son of Bathsheba. The 

chapters 3-4 give us some details of the first three years of his rule.   

IMAGINE: Solomon is twenty years old or so and now sitting in the position of ultimate authority. He is now the 

ruler of this great and mighty nation. There has been so much heartache due to bad leadership all throughout the 

history of Israel, and here he sits with this daunting task.  

Q: Do you know what I think happened? 

A: I think that Solomon was going through Deuteronomy and became overwhelmed with his great responsibility. 

He had no father to help him, no grandfather, and just had his brother executed. He is struggling with the fact that 

the nation of Israel is now on his shoulders. 

YOU SAY: “How do you know he was reading the book of Deuteronomy?” 

LOOK: Moses gave this commandment to the people concerning their kings: ESV |  Dt 17:18 “And when he sits on the throne of his king-

dom, he shall write for himself in a book a copy of this law, approved by the Levitical priests.   19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read 

in it all the days of his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God by keeping all the words of this law and these statutes, and doing 

them,   20 that his heart may not be lifted up above his brothers, and that he may not turn aside from the commandment, either to the right 

hand or to the left, so that he may continue long in his kingdom, he and his children, in Israel. 

THINK ABOUT IT: Solomon is reading the promises of blessings due to obedience for the people of Israel and the cursing’s of disobedience 

for the people and begins to seek the Lord for guidance and wisdom!  

Point # 1 Recognize your desperate need for the Lord: 

Q: How would you feel if the shoe was on the other foot? 

A: You have no one to rely on, no dominant figures to teach you, and you see this huge task ahead of you! Your father’s dead, and the whole 

nation of Israel is looking to you to lead the people and your just 20 years old.  

IN THIS PLACE: you may not be in the same exact situation on Solomon but many are in a situation where you have a huge task ahead of 

you. You have nowhere else to turn, no father, no good role-models, but God is there if you will trust Him today!  

YOU SAY: I tried that whole God thing preacher and it didn’t work out for me. 

I SAY: I am not saying a genie in a bottle, I am talking about trusting in the Lord, turning to Him in obedience to His word, and gaining wis-

dom that you cannot receive anywhere else!  

Depending on the Lord is shown through humility: The Lord appeared to Solomon at the place where the tabernacle was at Gibeon (2 Chr 1). 

Solomon had been called to be the king, and was seeking the Lord. The Lord appeared to him in a dream asking him what he wanted. 

NOTICE: (v. 7) “I am but a little child...I do not know how to go in or come out”  

Q: Do you see the beauty here in the Scripture? 

A: Solomon was some wealth, some power, a family blood line, and lots of popularity, but realized that wasn’t what he needed. 

THINK ABOUT IT: Solomon recognized that his task was to manage, lead, shepherd and be responsible for the decisions that would affect 

God’s people. He sees himself inadequate without the Lord! The Phrase “go in or come out.” Is a phrase used for possessing leadership by 

Moses when he asked the Lord for a leader to take his place (Num 27:17). 

Q: What is it that you feel like you cannot do without tonight? 

A: What you are depending on to continue living out your life is what you think you cannot do without. 

Depending on the Lord is shown through commitment: Solomon goes to the great high place at Gibeon where the tabernacle was, and makes 

a great sacrifice to the Lord. 

NOTICE: Solomon makes one thousand burnt offerings. Solomon didn’t make sacrifice’s meaning many different kinds here, but a thousand 

burnt offerings (one type of sacrifice). 

THIS WAS QUITE A SCENE: The one bringing the offering was to lay a hand on the animal, indicating that the animal was taking the per-

son’s place, and then he was to kill it. The one who made this sacrifice did so to restore the relationship with God and to atone for some sin.  

THINK ABOUT IT: Solomon realized that he needed desperately to make a commitment, and this shows a desire for a stronger relationship 

with the Lord! This was a statement of total commitment! The whole burnt offering was symbolic of total commitment and dedication. 

 Q: Do you have an overwhelming situation in front of you? 

A: Can I suggest that you make a sacrifice of total dedication to the Lord! I am not talking about some dead animal through a human priest, 

but your life to God here in this place! 

Point # 2 Chase after the heart of God. 

Q: Have you ever heard the phrase “a man after God’s own heart?” 

A: The Bible speaks only of one man this way, and that was David Solomon’s father! Here in Scripture Solomon is practicing the same prin-

ciples. 

NOTICE: That God encourages Solomon because he is praying with a heart after God. Solomon desired an understanding heart that could see 

truth from evil with the sole purpose of leading the people. 

Q: Do you know what Solomon was saying? 

A: Solomon was saying “Make me like you! I want to be a leader that imitates the character of God.” 

Q: How would you feel if you prayed and the Lord said “Hey, that is a great prayer, and it has pleased me?” 

A: Solomon gives us a perfect picture of that here in Scripture! God was pleased with his prayer because it showed that Solomon was chasing 

after the heart of God!  

Solomon ask for “a discerning heart” (lit: “a heart that hears God” the word ‘understand’ means “to hear, or cause to hear” Solomon new 

more than anything what he needed was to hear from God in every situation that he would encounter or he would fail! 



Q: Do you want to be the kind of person who seeks the heart of God? Q: Why do you think that it was Mosaic law for any king that led God’s 

people to study Deuteronomy? A: The reason was so that they would know the heart of God!  

LISTEN: If you want to chase after the heart of God then make a high priority out of the things that God makes a high priority out of. 

Point # 3 Remember God loves to answer prayer: 

The way we speak to God is through prayer, and praise! God’s heart is answering prayer!  

Paul the apostle said, “Instead of worrying we should pray” (Phil 4:6-8) 

Jesus said, “People should always pray and not give up” (Luke 18:1) 

YOU SAY: “Preacher I am a Christ follower, and I have prayed without God answering me!” 

I SAY: “That is a lie! God said ‘No, wait, or you are in a hurry and I am not!’ You may be praying against the character of God!” 

KNOW THIS: God says yes to prayer that is according to His heart! Solomon was praying with a pure motive according to the heart of God, 

and God said yes! 

ESV |  1 Jn 5:14 And this is the confidence that we have toward him, that if we ask anything according to his will he hears us. 

James 4:3 You ask and you do not have because you ask a miss (with the wrong motives) that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

James 1:17 Every good gift and perfect gift is from above and comes down from the Father…. 

Q: What was Solomon known for? 

A: The good things that Solomon was known for came from God. 

LOOK: God tells him (See v.11) because you have not prayed selfishly I will give you what you didn’t ask for.  

Many times, God gives you what you do not ask for.  

Solomon only asked for the wisdom and discernment to be the leader that God called him to be. His desire at this time in his life was to be able 

to shepherd and lead the people. God gave Solomon what he didn’t ask for.  

Q: How many can identify with this Scripture? 

A: Your heart is only to serve God, and be a tool for His work. You are praying, and in all your prayers you’re asking God to get the glory from 

your life, and then out of the blue God blesses you with something you never asked for!  

Q: How many remember the principle Jesus taught in Matthew 6:25-33? 

A: He told his disciples not to be stressed out about the things of this words, but to seek Him first, and those things that they were not seeking 

He would add to them. ESV |  Mt 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you. 

STORY TIME: When I came to Springfield many of you know that I started off in a shelter with nothing. All had was my prison Bible, some 

copied commentaries, and Jesus. I never asked for money, clothing, shelter, or any of those things. God placed a hunger in my heart for Him, 

and His work. I ended up in a little house on the corner of Nichols and Fort on the North-side of Springfield. It was me and my little boy Keith. 

We were content and after we were their for a couple years a friend of the ministry said “Hey, I have a property behind my house. It is a barn 

that has been remodeled. I will rent it to you cheap. It has a big yard, and is in a better neighborhood.” We moved into the barn.  

Around 1 ½ years after living in the barn I got a call from a friend of the ministry. They said “I need to come and talk with you.” I thought 

“Awesome! I get to serve a faithful servant of the Lord! So, I went to the store and gathered some groceries for lunch. Then this person came to 

the house, and they walked into the house with a Bible in their hand with a serious look on their face. Then they said these words “I am going 

to talk and you are going to listen! Then this person said, ‘You cannot say anything!” This person spent thirty minutes preaching a sermon to 

me about giving, and being there for one another. Then they said “Everyone else has a home,  and I feel like you need one to for your family.” 

Then they threw a stack of papers at me and my wife. I wish I could have seen the look on our faces! I said “what is this?” They said “Houses 

for sale!” Then my wife and I began to cry, and there was a knock at the door. It was a real-estate agent! I said “We cannot afford a house pay-

ment like that.” My friend said “I am not buying this house for you, but loaning you the money. You pay me whatever you pay for this barn! 

Listen, John I have prayed about this for a year, and I know this is what the Lord wants me to do!” 

Q: Do you know what we did that day?  A: A man who had homeless three years before and his wife who had horrible credit drove around all 

day looking for their new home. I have lived in that home for four years now, and every day I wake up I know that it is only because of God 

that I am there! 

Q: How many can say tonight “when I truly surrendered to the Lord that God has done things in my life that I didn’t ask for?” 

ESV |  Eph 3:20 Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or think, according to the power at work within us 

Q: What do you think God has done here through Freeway ministries?  A: More abundantly more than asked or thought…  

FROM THIS GROUP: There have been men and women called to missions, preachers, missionaries in China, Omaha Nebraska, Bible teach-

ers, business owners, fathers, mothers, and people who are world changers today!  

Q: Do you know what the common denominator has been? A: Full surrender to the Lord by placing Him first in their lives above their desires!  

THINK ABOUT IT: When I am concerned with pleasing the Lord it will show by my desire to know His will! It will affect every area of my 

life! I will pray, study, and it will begin to show by the way I live my life! 

Q: Are you here tonight, and struggling with turning your will over to God’s will? 

GOD SENT ME: to tell you it is time to surrender over your will to His will and let Him carry the burden. 

STORY TIME: When I was a young boy I was a mess, and did lots of things that I am not proud of. I remember being at a pool in Jefferson 

City where I grew-up. I was with a bunch of other kids, but one who was older than me could not swim very good. His name was Terry, and he 

sat on the side and watched us all jump off the diving board into the deep end. Me being the knuckle-head I was sat next to him and said “Terry 

look at those little girls jumping into the water! You mean to tell me that you cannot jump into the pool, and they are doing it! Terry, if those 

little girls can jump in the water, I know you can jump off the diving board.” Do you know what happened next? Terry jumped in off that div-

ing board, and began to scream “Help me I cannot swim! I am drowning, please help me!” I was terrified and could not help Terry because he 

was bigger than me and would have drowned us both! A life-guard came running to the edge of the pool, but the life-guard didn’t jump in right 

away. That life-guard waited, and hollered out to Terry “Calm down!” Terry was kicking, screaming, yelling, and fighting for his life! Finally, 

when he wore down the life-guard jumped in and swam him to the edge of the pool! 

YOU SAY: “What does that have to do with anything?” 

I SAY: “Just like Terry had to quit trying on his own, and surrender so do you. If you continue to try things your way, you’re not ready yet! 

When you’re ready you will surrender to the Lord’s will and allow him to guide and direct you.  


