
“This will be a launching pad for our people, and a place to raise up mis-
sionaries for world missions as well as local missions.” 

December was an awesome 

month for Freeway Ministries! 

Through your generous support 

we were able to give Christmas to 

around six hundred children! So 

many new families came out to 

our events allowing us the privi-

lege to share the love of Christ 

with many who wouldn’t tradi-

tionally step inside a 

church.  Orscheln's farm supply, 

Gracie's Deli, Huhot Mongolian 

Grill,  Family Video in Republic 

Mo, Springhill Church, Amedisys 

Home Health, and First Baptist 

Republic as well as many more 

helped. Freeway was also able to 

adopt ten families God used this 

Christmas to show off His grace 

and mercy!  

 

FREEWAY MINISTRIES DECEMBER 2017 

EVERY KID GET’S A CHRISTMAS 

Thank you so much for your contin-

ued support of Freeway Ministries! 

We wanted to send you an update 

on some of the exciting things hap-

pening with Freeway! As you know 

Freeway Ministries has taken on a 

big task of launching our new World 

Headquarters in Springfield, Mis-

souri.  We are doing what we can to 

be wise with what the Lord has given 

us. We are looking to hire an assis-

tant to help John Stroup do the work 

of the Ministry. We have begun fund-

raising and have been blessed by so 

many different churches, organiza-

tions, and individuals. We are so 

humbled by the support! This build-

ing will have house our Saturday 

Night Freeway Meeting in Spring-

field, also be a place for people seek-

ing help to come during the week; 

we will also offer recovery meetings 

throughout the week, training for 

churches, and so much more. This 

will be a launching pad for our peo-

ple and a place to raise up missionar-

ies for World Missions as well as sup-

porting our local missions.  
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GOD IS ON THE MOVE. 

Over 23,570 people have been to the Freeway Ministries North 

Springfield in 2017.  Between Marshfield and First Baptist Springfield we were 

able to see 11,000 plus more hear the Gospel, many for the first time.  Not 

only do we share the Gospel; we also serve them a hot meal, offer them 

clothing, transport them and through this we know the Gospel message is 

being communicated to them. The Gospel message is changing lives, just as it 

has ours. 

Freeway Ministries Ash Grove is well on its way to being able to 

reach the smaller communities.  Pastors Kevin Baker and Ike Porter are a 

unique team with a background in recovery and are on fire for the Lord.  They 

have aggressively reaching people with the Gospel message of hope.  They 

made a presence for Freeway Ministries at the local Christmas Parade, made 

yard signs, sent out letters to the community, and canvases neighborhoods all 

in pursuit of reaching those who need to hear the message of the Gospel 

through Freeway Ministries.  Pastor Kevin Baker says their church is buzzing 

with excitement of what God is going to do through Freeway in Ash Grove 

and the surrounding communities. 

INSIDE STORY: 

Ike, and Holy Porter are a won-

derful addition to the First Bap-

tist church of Ash Grove. Ike is 

the new associate pastor, and is 

heading up the Freeway Minis-

tries outreach as of January 

2018. Under the leadership of 

pastor Kevin Baker this may be 

the most unique and explosive 

Freeway Ministries we have yet 

to see.  Both Kevin and Ike have 

a very rough past. They both 

have a great Christ centered 

comeback story. Please join us 

in praying for Freeway Minis-

tries Ash Grove. 

We are reminded of the Scrip-

ture of God using the foolish 

things of the world brothers, 

and sisters. That is exactly what 

He is doing through the minis-

tries of Freeway.  

1 Corinthians 1:26–28 (ESV) 

26 For consider your calling, 

brothers: not many of you were 

wise according to worldly 

standards, not many were 

powerful, not many were of 

noble birth. 27 But God chose 

what is foolish in the world to 

shame the wise; God chose what 

is weak in the world to shame 

the strong; 28 God chose what is 

low and despised in the world, 

even things that are not, to 

bring to nothing things that are. 

Ash Grove Freeway Ministries team seen in the above picture visiting Freeway Ministries 
Springfield.  
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BEHIND THE SCENES 

Many times people do not realize 

the potential that those in crime 

and drugs have. Imagine that you 

wanted to start a work on the 

foreign mission field. Who would 

be the best person to reach that 

people group? Would it be some-

one from your country? It would 

be someone who knows the cus-

toms, and the language. That is 

what Freeway Ministries sees in 

the people group that we encoun-

ter on a regular basis. We see 

potential in the drug addicts, 

criminals, and drug dealers! We 

know that if they would see that 

potential to have a real purpose 

then they too would have a better 

chance to change. The church 

needs to embrace the issues that 

come with the drug epidemic that 

it can no longer ignore. We change 

our communities by the transfor-

mation that Jesus Christ brings to 

those who are dead in the middle 

of the problem.  

A TESTIMONY OF JOHN STROUP 

A testimony from John Stroup: 

I would like to share a story with 

you about an amazing night Free-

way North recently had.  This 

testimony is similar to ones 

heard across Missouri, Omaha, 

and Cape Town, South Afri-

ca.  One of our graduates came 

and to me to let him know that 

“there are two of the most well-

known drug dealers from Spring-

field [at Freeway] tonight. They 

have much respect on the 

streets, and I have never seen 

them here before.” To most Pas-

tors that would not be something 

that gets them excited but I am 

not most Pastors! The first thing I 

said to him was “Make sure they 

are not here to sell drugs and 

then pray that the Lord would 

save them.” See I know what God 

can do through someone that is 

well known in the streets. God 

can use a person like that to 

shake our city for Jesus Christ. I 

won’t forget the end of Freeway 

Ministries that night. I was pray-

ing at the end of the third alter 

call and looked over at the alters. 

People were still praying and be-

ing dealt with by our counselors. 

I said “Lord, if you want me to 

end this night I will.  But, if you 

want me to give another alter call 

burden my heart and bring one 

more person to the altar before 

the song is through.” God is faith-

ful to show us His will and one 

more more person came.  A bur-

den to challenge our people 

came over me. I knew in my 

heart God wasn’t done yet. I said 

“I believe God is working still 

here in this place! If you are here 

and need to be saved then come 

right now!” Do you know that 

both of those drug dealers came 

running to the altar! It was pow-

erful  and there is no doubt a real 

revival broke out in that place! 

People from all over the building 

came and brokenness was in the 

air! Thank you for helping us con-

tinue to do what God has called 

us to do! 

  3 Johnathan Vandenberg seen above is a prime example of some-

one who can be radically changed from hooked on dope to 

hooked on hope. Johnathan is one month away from completing 

his year with Freeway Ministries! We are looking forward to see 

what God does next with his life.  



THOUGHTS FROM RYAN 

Ryan and his wife Kaitlynn 

drive for our van ministry on 

Saturday nights in Springfield. 

They both love serving at Free-

way and see it as a ministry all 

of its own. They are always in 

desperate need of drivers. 

Many nights they are the last 

ones to leave and the first ones 

to get there. We are praying 

that someone has a burden to 

come along side of our minis-

try and help with two new 

vans. Ryan says “many nights 

our vans are limping home, 

and they continue to make it 

due to our prayers alone.” 

  

Our current needs and prayer request: 

-- We ask that you to pray for our van ministry! The van ministries is 

one of the hardest places to serve at Freeway. Some Saturday nights 

we can bus in over one hundred people. The leadership of the trans-

portation ministry can be very overwhelming and tiresome. Our vans 

our breaking down and our volunteers are worn-out. Pray that God 

would supply drivers and that God would supply us with two new 

vans. 

-- Pray for those who have graduated and for those who have left 

prematurely as well. 

-- Pray for those surrendering to ministry, and those who are about to 

graduate the program! 

-- Pray for our Cape Town Freeway Ministries discipleship program as 

well. Brother Greg Craig is leading that work along with Pastor Gerald 

November from Lake View Community Church. 

--We are seeking God for the next Freeway Ministries launch and need 

clear and fresh vision from God! 

Thank you for partnering with us in our work 

for the Gospel here at Freeway.  We pray that 

you are as blessed by God as our ministry has 

been.  To God be the glory. 

John Stroup 

Executive Director 

Freeway Ministries  

Phone (417)-616-1941 

Email johnstroupforjesus@gmail.com  

PRAYER NEEDS 

The Freeway Ministries transportation fleet for Freeway North pictured 
above.  


